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EXCAVATION AT THE SITES OF THE OLD HIGASHINOTOIN
AVENUE AND DONGE-IN TEMPLE IN THE CAPITAL HEIAN

Recently Kinki Regional Post Service Bureau has make a plan of rebuilding of Nakagyo
Post Office, Hishiya-machi of Sanjo Higashinotoin, Nakagyo Ward, because of deterioration
of the building. This area is widely known as the “ Takakuranomiya (#&%) Mantion ”
of Prince MOCHIHITO-OH (f£{4=F) in the late Heian Period, and from the Muromachi
Period onward, Tsugenji-Dongein (GE¥Jp@HERY) Temple was on the same area. Further
more, the results of the past excavation excuted near this area indicates the large proba-
bility that the side ditch of the old Higashinotoin (i) Avenue and the Sanjo (=)
Avenue would be found.

Thus, Kinki Regional Post Service Bureau gave a commission to the Heian Museum
of Ancient History to excavate the site of Nakagyo Post Office. The excavation was
placticed from march, 1975 to march, 1976.

As the result of the excavation, three ditches running parallel with present Higashino-
toin Stseet were found, and these ditches were confirmed as the side ditch of the old
Higashinotoin Avenue. The inner ditch seems to be older, and it goes at least back to
the early Middle Age. The ditch near Higashinotoin Street seems to be in the later
Middle Age.

It indicates the extention of Machiya (i, Urban House) from the early Middle
Age to the later Middle Age, and the width of the Avenue gradually decreased.

When we restore the J6-B6 (44/j) Grid Sistem of the Capital Heian by the oldest
ditch found in this site and the side ditches of the old Sanjo Avenue and the Karasuma
(f8) Street found by past excavations, it can be recognized the J-Bd Grid Sistem ex-
tremely overlaps present day streets.

Excepting it, many pillar holes of the Dongein Temple were found. But, because of
the disturbance in later ages, notable sites of buildings were not recognized. Many wells
and gathered stones’ sites were also found. They offer good data of life and burial system
from the early to the later Middle Age.

.
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