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Hirota National Historic Site is a burial site located in southern Tanegashima. It was built in i T
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an approximately 100-meter stretch of sand dunes facing the Pacific. The cemetery remains s ,‘_‘:1 e v

date from the Late Yayoi period up to the Kofun period.
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the left a Green Turban shell
spoon were found. In between his
lumbar vertebrae, a polished stone
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From 1957-1959, a team led by Kokubu Naoichi and Morizono Naotaka first excavated the Hirota site. Ninety graves and
: “ : one-hundred fifty-seven skeletons were found. As a result of physical anthropological analyses, it was found that the population
il e B e <. was of markedly low stature, with male height at 154cm, and female at 142c¢m. This would make them one of the shortest-
JbX 2 SE (3tH#2) North Area Burial Feature 2, 3rd century X  statured groups of people in Japan. They practiced a unique style of ritual tooth extraction involving the unilateral removal of
MR > IR RN CEG L 5 EAK L ENBET, C O maxillary incisors and canines. The skeletal remains were found wearing many and varied shell accessories, such as bracelets
L;t4~9.0)j:2§75\‘ﬁi\2 5NTV e, . ) and beads made from Ryukyu islands shells, pendants engraved with geometric patterns, and dragon-shaped ornaments.
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This is pottery offered at North Area Burial Feature 2.
There are two types, vase and jar. The vase-type pottery is
from southern Kyushu and called Nakatsuno Type.
The jar-type pottery is unique to Tanegashima island.

Pottery is the most important way to determine the age of
remains. Based on the type of pottery, it can be determined

that North Area Burial Feature 2 was made in the 3rd century.
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