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SUMMARY
Written by: Hideto Dogome

Translation by: Masako Rankine (Okawa)

The Yokomine ‘C’ site is located in Minamitane Town,
Tanegashima Island, Kagoshima Prefecture. The Yokomine stone
mound is considered the oldest ever found in Japan. It adds to
the study of the beginning of the Paleolithic Age by expanding
what can be derived from the data collected from Amami Island, and
by presenting an opportunity to re—analyze the relationship
between the Japanese Archipelago and the Asian continent via the
Southern Route.

Another site, the Tachikiri site, was first reported in Japan
in 1997. Due to the discovery of the Yokomine ‘C’ site in 1992,
the Tachikiri site was found. As a result, the Yokomine ‘C’
site’s discovery was very important.

At Yokomine, layers consist of, from the surface, Akahoya

volcanic ash, AT volcanic ash, Tane—4 volcanic ash and Tane—3

volcanic ash. Since there are no other properties present, it’s
easy to date. The main feature of the mound are cooking surfaces
which exist under the Tane—4 volcanic ash layer. These were

formed from more than 31,000 years ago to about 6,500 years ago
(early Jomon period). There are at least three layers containing
remains from the Paleolithic Age, with two from the Jomon period.

By employing radiocarbon dating, the age of Tane—4 volcanic
ash was demonstrated to be about 30,500 years old. The Number 1
stone mound which exists 10cm under this layer is therefore older
than 31,000 years. It is arguable, then, that this is the oldest
known coocking surface in existence.

In the layer above the Tane—4 volcanic ash, three anvil stones
and burnt soil were found, suggesting the archaeological features
of a fireplace and the ruins of a dwelling.

Hammer stones were excavated between the Tane—3 volcanic ash
and Tane—4 volcanic ash layers, and between Tane—4 volcanic ash
and AT volcanic ash layers, anvil stones, hammer stones, grind
stones, pebble tools, cores and some materials of flake tools were
found. Most tools excavated were hammer stones and grind stones,
with a few flake tools recovered.

At the Yokomine ‘C’ site, from the stone tools found under the

AT volcanic ash we can understand clearly the life of the people
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who lived there. We consider the stone tools above and under the
Tane—4 volcanic ash layers to be the same. Further, these
specific stone tools were only found on Tanegashima Island.

A pollen analysis and a plant opal analysis of the layer
containing cultural remains from the Incipient Jomon period and
the Paleolithic Age were completed. From the plant opal analysis,
the existence of an open grasslands—type area where woods, plants
and grasses grew was found. From the wood composition analysis of
the AT volcanic ash and Tane—4 volcanic ash layers, it is possible
to say that distylium racemosum (Sieb. et Zucc.) grew as a broad
leaf tree. This demonstrates that it was warm throughout the last
glacial period and that the lucidophy(laurel) ilous forest was
well— distributed.

We excavated Incipient—Jomon pottery decorated with clay
ridges under Satsuma volcanic ash at the Yokomine ‘C’ site which
was more than 12,000 years old. At the same time, a set of
gathered pebbles, grind stones and stone plates was found. This
allowed for a comparison with pottery from Kyushu Island,
expanding our knowledge about the origin of pottery from the Jomon
period. The stone tools prove larger geographic area of trade and
exchange than previously thought.

As a result of this excavation, one theory that presented
itself is that in the first half of the Late Paleolithic Age, in
the Southwest Islands, pecking tools were used because, largely,
plants were eaten. The stone implements, like the heavy stone
tools found in Tanegashima, can be grouped among the old stone
implement culture of the South, which further fits into the Kanto
region’s genealogy of stone tool use.

Though there were many environmental changes, we might have
had a simpler image of the people in the Paleolithic Age as
primarily hunters, but the excavation shed greater light on this
period. In the culture of the Late Paleolithic Age in the
Japanese Islands, people ate a plant—based diet. And at least in
the southern Japanese Archipelago, people did so systematically
from before the Jomon period began. This unique aspect of
Southern Kyushu, including the Yokomine ‘C’ site, performs an
important role when we consider, worldwide, studies of the Late

Paleolithic Age.
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