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In 1985 Kumamoto University planed a reconstruction campus.
However it was known that some of campus was designated as a
buried cultural properties zone. In the fiscal year 1994

Kumamoto University formed the Archaeological Investigation
Committee and the Archaeological Operation Center in haste to
do rescue archaeological research before building constructions.
Since that time about 300 researches have been carried out.

There are two main sites in the tow other campus. The one
is the Kurokamimachi site which is located in the campus of
Faculty of Science, Engineering (southern area), Law, Education
and Letter (northern area), on a low terrace (altitude 18 ~ 25m)
formed by the Shirakawa River at the foot of Mt Tatsuta
(altitude 151.6m). The site is regarded as an ancient station named
“Kokai” that is a local governmental place supplving horses for
transporter or messenger. The other is the Honjo site which is
located in the Kumamoto University Hospital (northern area).
School of Medicine and School of Health Sciense (southern area),
on a low terrace (altitude 12 ~ 13m) also formed by the
Shirakawa River. The distance between the two site is 2km in a
straight line. Around the Honjo site there are many huge ancient
settlement sites, for example, the Oe site and the Shinyashiki site.

The number of investigations in the current year is 6
excavations and 82 presence investigations. The results of these
investigations are the following.

At 0425 excavation area in Kurokamimachi site is 1,065.2m. The
excavation was carried out before the construction of
Information Network Center. As structural remains we found 30
pit houses, 2 embedded-pillar buildings and 6 ditches belonging to
the ancient time (from the beginning of 8 century to the first half
of 9 century). As artifacts we found Haji ware, Sue ware, iron
tools, stone weight for balance of ancient time. In addition we
found Jomon potteries and stone tools dated from the Early to
Final Jomon. As mentioned above in the Kurokami Campus the
existence of ruins of local governmental place are documented by
historical literatures and we have been discovering these
evidences. These discoveries, especially findings of ancient pit
houses, can inform us not only the distribution of ancient village
but the spatial relation between official place and settlement
place well.

Other excavations (0531-1 etc.) carried out in the southern
are of the Kurokamimachi site document that so many ancient
pit houses distributed in full area of site and remain well except
the area where the buildings constructed.

At 0509 excavation area in the Honjo site was investigated
before the rebuilding of Yamasaki Memorial palace. The
excavated area is 1,147ni. As results we found remains belonging
to main three periods. The earliest remains in this area are
Jomon materials consisted of potteries and stone tools, adz or
obsidian flakes. The second period is the Middle Kofun Period
(the first half of 5 century). As structural remains we found 7 pit
houses containing many wares. The last period is the ancient
time (from the later half of 7 century to the first half of 9 century).
As structural remains of the period we fond 10 pit houses and 1
deep ditch. In the ditch a piece of Sue ware carved on which
bottom a letter “Big” yielded. At 0411 excavated in the last year
we found almost structural remains. The ditch continues to the
0411 excavation area. As artifacts the a mount of potteries
belonging to each periods, bronze coins of Middle Age and Early
Modern Period, an iron knife of Early Modern Period, an iron
arrowhead of Ancient Time, and stone sinkers and a cylindrical
bead of Kofun Period.

The discovery of the remains of Kofun Period is the new
information for us and very significant to demonstrate that a
village of the Middle Kofun Period that having been unknown in
the Honjo site distributes around this area.
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