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The Nara Palace Site, a Specal Historic Site
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The Nara Capital and Palace

The Nara capital (710-784) was an ancient a capital

spanning the areas of the modern cities of Nara and Yamatokoriyama.
Designed after the Tang Chinese capital of Changan,

it was built with broad and narrow streets forming a grid.

With the Nara palace at the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed
from the Rajomon gate to the south by Suzaku avenue,

75 meters wide and lined with willow and pagoda trees.

The population is estimated at approximately 100,000,

and as many as 6,500 bureaucrats were held to work at the Nara palace.

As the total population of Japan at the time is estimated at around 6 million,

or one-twentieth of its modern level,

the Nara capital was truly a great metropolis in its day.

The investigation of the Nara capital site is indispensable

for knowing the history of the Nara period as a whole.
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Outline of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
is an organization committed to comprehensive research on
cultural heritage. Nara is an ancient capital, known as

“Nanto” (southern capital), having a wealth of ancient
architecture and historical works of art; the Institute was
established to research these materials in comprehensive
fashion. Since the question of the Nara palace site’s
preservation rose up in the mid 1950’s, the Institute has
advanced full-scale excavation and research at both the Nara
and Fujiwara palace sites. The results of these efforts have been
utilized both domestically and internationally in research and in
academic exchanges regarding the development of ancient
capitals.

Also, techniques for preservation, reconstruction, and
presentation, developed by the Institute for the conservation of
precious cultural properties, have been utilized for sites and
artifacts throughout Japan and across the world. Currently, the
reconstruction of the Former Imperial Audience Hall at the
Nara palace site is underway, following the completion of the
Suzaku Gate. Further, the Institute serves as a center for training
and joint research programs targeted for foreign researchers and
local public agency personnel in charge of buried cultural
properties management who participate in archaeological
excavation.
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History of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary
organization of the National Commission for Protection of
Cultural Properties, the predecessor of the current
Agency for Cultural Affairs, with a view to conducting
research on cultural properties. At the time of its
inception, the Institute had three research divisions,
specializing in history, architecture, and art, as well as a
General Affairs Division. The growing necessity to
protect the Nara palace site led to the inception of the
Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations in 1963. In
1973, the Division of the Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site
Investigations was established, and in 1973, the Asuka
Historical Museum was established, prompted by a Cabinet
resolution made in 1970 as part of the government’ s
efforts to preserve the cultural properties of the Asuka
area, In order to help meet the demand for rescue
excavations conducted by local governments, the Center
for Archaeological Operations was established in 1974 to
train local excavators and provide advices to local
authorities. ‘

As part of the Japanese Government’s reform
initiatives, national research institutes belonging to
government ministries and agencies are undergoing
reorganization.Consequently, the National Research
Institure for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, and the Nara
National Cultural Properties Research Institure were
integrated and reorganized as branches of the Independent
Administrative Institution in April 2001. Further, in April
2007, the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties became one unit of the Independent
Administrative Institution National Institute for Cultural
Heritage, created through a merger with the Independent
Administrative Institution, National Museums.
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H April 1952

The Institute was established as an auxiliary organization of the
National Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties,
with a General Affairs Division, Historical Research Division,
Architecture Research Division, and Art Research Division, at
50 Kasugano-cho, Nara.
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m July 1954

The Institute was officially named the Nara National Cultural
Properties Research Institute.
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® October 1960

The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opened in the
former Nara palace site in Sakihigashi-machi, Nara.
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H April 1963

The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations was

established.
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H June 1968

The Agency for Cultural Affairs was established, with the
Institute under its control.
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m April 1970

SEIRE BRE RHE & BAAE The Nara Palace Site Museum opened.
B 1973% /MBf4854R B April 1973
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The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations and

the Asuka Historical Museum were established. The Institute’s
Accounting Section was also established.
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® April 1974
The Department of General Affairs and the Center for
Archaeological Operations were established.
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® March 1975
The Asuka Historical Museum opened at Okuyama, in the
village of Asuka, Nara prefecture.
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= April 1980

The Art Research Division transferred to the Research Center
for Buddhist Art, of the Nara National Museum.
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H April 1980

The Institute relocated to Nijo-cho, Nara. The Division of
Heijo Palace Site Investigations and the Center for
Archaeological Operations were integrated into the Institute.
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H August 1988
A new headquarters building was built for the Division

of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations at 94-1,
Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara, Nara prefecture.
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m April 2001
The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara,
was granted the status of independent administrative institution.
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B April 2007

It became the Independ Administrative Institution National
Institute for Cultural Heritage, Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties.
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Department of Planning and
Coordination

The Department of Planning and Coordination is
responsible for the comprehensive planning and coordination
of matters related to research conducted by the Nara National
Research Institute for Cultural Properties and also promotes
public utilization of the results. In addition, it fosters the
collection and dissemination of information as a national
center for research related to cultural properties conservation,
and provides expert cooperation and advice to national and
regional public institutes while also coordinating joint research
projects with them. The cooperation furnished to the Agency
for Cultural Affairs’ project for preserving and utilizing the
murals of the Takamatsuzuka and Kitora tombs is one of the
good examples.

For the execution of these projects, the department has five
Sections, with the following duties divided among them.

The Planning and Coordination Section is responsible for
the planning and coordination of training programs directed at
employees of regional public institutions, and for providing
support and advice regarding archaeological excavations and
cultural property conservation conducted by regional
government and other organizations throughout the nation.

The Data and Information Section maintains and enhances
the Institute’ s information system, and gathers, maintains, and
provides data and materials related to cultural property.

The International Cooperation Section plans, coordinates,
operates, and manages aspects of academic exchanges,
technical training, and international cooperation to foreign
countries, such as Afghanistan, Cambodia, and Iraq.

The Exhibition Section distributes the result of Institute
research publicly through the exhibitions at the Asuka
Historical Museum and the Nara Palace Site Museum.

The Photography Section produces and manages
photographs related to cultural property. It also develops new
technology for photography.
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage has four sections; the
Historical Document, the Architectural History, the Cultural
Landscape, and the Site Management Sections, throughout
which it conducts specialized and comprehensive research
with regard to cultural materials such as historical documents
and other written materials, historical and traditional buildings,
gardens and cultural landscapes, and archaeological and
historical sites.

The Historical Document Section is engaged in the research
of historical documents such as books and other written
materials. For historical documents, catalogs and photographic
records are being made at Kofukuji, Yakushiji, and other major
temples in Nara and around the Kinki region, and it promotes
the publication of the works. For other written materials, items
such as drawings and woodblock carving are also investigated.

The Architectural History Section conducts research on
architectural heritages through investigations of various types
of extant structures as well as through analyses of
archaeological features, and also collects, organizes, and
publicizes materials related to architectural cultural properties
and groups of historic buildings. The results of these activities
are applied to conservation and restoration of architectural
cultural heritages in the country and the cooperative work for
the reconstruction of the Former Imperial Audience Hall
compound at the Nara palace site, as well as cooperative
research for conservation of architectural heritages overseas.

The Cultural Landscape Section.conducts fundamental
research on several aspects of cultural landscapes, which is a
new category of cultural property adopted in 2004. It also
collects and organizes the results of conservation activities for
cultural landscapes, carries out fieldworks for case study,‘ and
conducts cooperative research contributing to conservation
policy such as making a master plan.

The Site Stabilization Section conducts research on the
management system for proper conservation of a variety of
archaeological and historic sites. It-promotes utilization of
information by publication and making database of research
materials related to site management activities carried out
throughout the country, and also utilizes this information and
experience in providing cooperation to regional public
institutions engaged in site management. It also carries out
investigation for the history of Japanese gardens and for
conservation and restoration of the historic gardens. For the
purposes, it organizes and publicizes the database of
archaeologically excavated garden sites.
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Historical Document Section:Investigation of historical documents at the Ninnaji temple.
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Cultural Landscape Section: Investigating cultural landscapes of the
Shimanto river basin
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SEFRZSER (884E) (2010.1.28~29)

Site Stablization Section: The 4th Conferance on Conservation and

Architectural History Section: Architectural investigation of
the Horiuchi residence (Shiojiri city), a designated Important Cultural Property
Management of Archaeological Sites(on January 28th to 29th,2010)
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Heijo)

This Department is in charge of archaeological
investigations at the Nara palace site, where facilities were
established for the emperor to rule during the Nara period
(710-784), along with the imperial domicile and government
offices. Since 1954, coordinated investigations of the site have
been in progress, with excavation of nearly 30% of the 130
hectare site being completed, resulting in many discoveries
important for the study of ancient history. In addition,
excavation and research on residences of aristocrats, lower
officials, and commoners are carried out in the surrounding
Nara capital site, along with investigations of public market
places, temples, and other sites, bringing to light many
historical facts which have lain buried for over 1200 years.
Excavated portions of the site are presented to the general
public in various ways which convey the original appearance
of the Nara palace site. These include reconstructing the
foundation platforms where buildings once stood, planting
shrubs to indicate the positions of a building’s pillars, or
reconstructing the facilities themselves, as in the case of
Suzaku Gate and the East Palace Garden. The aim of
excavation is to clarify the historic past through the analysis of
artifacts and features that survive in archaeological sites.
Archaeological excavation and the processing of great
volumes of primary data obtained from ancient sites are vital
tasks which further research on ancient history.
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Archaeological Excavation at the Inner Court of Former Imperial Audience Hall Compound.
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Archaeological Excavation of the South Gate of the Kofukuiji temple BESNERER

Reconstructed Eastern Palace Garden
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Podium of the Main Hall with a surrounding
pavement of roof tiles, Yamadadera temple site

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending
from the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara, was the
historic setting for the emergence of the ancient Japanese
state, and served as the political, economic, and cultural
center from the end of the sixth to the first part of the
eighth centuries. Accordingly, a variety of archaeological
remains lie dormant beneath the ground, including imperial
palaces and the residences of elite families, the sites of
numerous temples including Asukadera, the oldest
cloistered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the remains of
tombs, the earthen podium of a water clock, and a
workshop complex for the production craft items. Also, in
the northern half of this region lies the Fujiwara capital,
built on a rectangular grid spreading out five kilometers on
a side and centering on the Fujiwara palace, located in the
center of the capital and containing the emperor’s residence,
along with halls where ceremonies of state were conducted.

Through the excavation of these sites, interdisciplinary
investigations are conducted by the Department with the
aim of reconstructing a concrete historic image of the
ancient state. In addition to making these results publically
available through public viewings at excavations, publication
of research results, exhibitions at its main facility, the
Department is also in charge of the preservation of these
sites and utilization for the public benefit.
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Reconstructed plan of the eastern cloister and
main hall, Yamadadera temple
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Archaeological Excavation of the corridors of the State Halls Compound and the Imperial Audience Hall Compound in the Fujiwara Palace Site (Special Historic Site);
(from the southeast)The excavation revealed the southeast corner of the corridor of the Imperial Audience Hall. A large ditch was uncovered in the lower deposit, which
was dug for the construction of the Fujiwara Palace.
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HiBEREEN 2008 - 2009FEDHEERAE (dth5)

BRIER - ABRXRFOBEEOBEENEEINDEN. 7 HICFECESNICREDEEY. 78tz Ut tithFIADKRIBEShCE o T,
Archaeological Excavation at the eastern side of the Amakashi-no-oka Site in 2009(from the north)

The site implies in association with the residences for Soga-no-Emishi and Soga-no-Iruka. Excavation revealed a line of stone fence buried in the middle of
the 7th century,and the shift of land use in the period between 7th and 8th centuries.
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Conservation Science Section : Conservation of wooden gutters recovered

from the Imperial Audience Hall Compound
(cleaning after PEG treatment)
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Center for Archaeological
Operations

The Center for Archaeological Operations studies and
develops various methods and technologies for archaeological
investigations.

The Conservation Science Section conducts research in the
scientific conservation of artifacts and sites. It develops
practical technologies for material and structural analyses and
for preservation and restoration of excavated objects. It also
improves methods for diagnosing the deterioration of
archaeological site by environmental, physical and earth
scientific technologies.

The Environmental Archaeology Section conducts research
on the reconstruction of past environments, especially based on
the examinations of floral and faunal remains. It pursues
research to identify, based on traces left on bones recovered
from archaeological sites, the tools used for processing these
materials. It also examines unfinished bone and antler tools in
order to reconstruct the method of manufacture.

The Dating Section conducts research which applies
dendrochronology to the fields of archaeology, history, and the
histories of art and architecture. Especially it pursues
development of nondestructive method of dendrochronology
by micro-focus X-ray CT scanner and digital imaging
technology. In addition to advancing the development and
application of dendrochronology for different species of
wooden waterials, from the dating of buried tree trunks and
other speciweus, new research is conducted to clarify the dates
of occurrence of natural disasters.

Archaeological Research Methodology Section conducts
research on the investigation of archaeological sites, and on
methods of surveying and prospection, in order to enhance the
quality of site investigation and research, and the efficiency of
archaeological excavation in Japan. Especially it promotes
development of applied technology of three-dimensional
measuring.

The Center with supported by other colleagues of Nabunken
makes information about its activities public by publishing the
research results of each section regularly in the CAO News.
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Archaeological Research Methodology Section : Investigation by GPR(ground-penetrating rader)

ERFARE | RESFMERSFIIGOFHENAE GREIBYEICT)

BEEZLZMAE  REZHFOXRMER
(KBRFFSUELEA Y 5 —(C & 2HE - BAFEIOKEERRERS)
Dating Section : Investigation for Dendrochrorology on a divine Statue at Nara National

Museum

Environmental Archaeology Section:
Field class for training programme at the excavation of the lkeshima Fukumanji

Site conduoted by Osaka Center for Cultural Heritage

15



16

fRZSFRDREN & 8% Role and Organization of Institute

TREH T DEERE A OREE HIY & L7457
PAEE B UC, BERI504F (2B H & B B
%Ltﬁ%%@ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁoﬁ%ﬁﬁtﬁ%mﬁ

JBoRR g & LT RIS R e iR i A

(ﬁ-%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%(ﬁ%'%ﬁﬂz)>ﬁﬁ
SIS TN L - AR A MR LT & F
L7zo 72, WkBERE & HICHEKD 20, H3)
FoRzRflE L. MESEMVWCTE T Lz, LT
(TR DOWIZEEBY % 1 <S> T 772 7zl
W ORFZE RS e W - B R TR & L
THEBLTWET,

WRERIE 1. B2RRETBIRoTnE
Toﬁlﬁﬁiﬁuﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁi%ﬂofwt
727201, B - haEY - i - SRR T -
K\miﬁ%%$®ﬁﬁﬁtfwiTo§@®§

REOHLEE TR S N REEHIE = O
ﬁi&%\ﬁﬁﬁk§&5mﬁﬁwﬁ%kaﬁ
Y KGR OB 22 &03H ) 3. AW TIX
ANBEHBRIAZERT 5L L BT, HIETH
TP OB KZ T L CURFOIREZ T L T
WY WIE TR LA SFBECIIR
SERINEER S OM B2 R L TV E T,

52 BRI, WS 2 L2z LR
KOO R E L E LT0ET, ot
2 SO ILHFO i, 2007458, Eo®E
Bt shE Lz,

2009FBEIZAE [ b 7 oy IERE I DU 4 — T HE
-1 B [Ae B BRIEO DR & — =L
EDZEEFFER — | OFFE, 2 [ 7 2 —
VI — RS LERE T ~ o — VR — | | 4
B REOZEE2009] OAMEZBIELF L7
PAFEARE, EHAmEE, & DI85 s
%o TV B EBILFINIZRICEDL L S DO TLz, R
SERETIE. Shpebd ) LAmZEREL

WZHEEZTBY F5,

Asuka Historical Museum

This is a museum with a historical focus, which opened in
1975 at Okuyama in the village of Asuka, in conjunction with
special legislative measures aimed at preserving the historic
scenery and site of the Asuka region. The Asuka period and
region are the objects of its displays, with exhibits made
centering on the results of investigations conducted in the
Asuka area by the Department of Imperial Palace sites
Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara). In addition to the regular
exhibits there are special exhibitions held twice yearly in the
spring and autumn, and lectures have also been held. Recently,
in order to make the Institute’ s research activities more widely
known, planned exhibits based on the research results of other
sections of the Institute have been held.

The regular exhibit consists of Exhibit Halls 1 and 2. Exhibit
Hall 1 deals with the palaces, stone objects, mounded tombs,
and temples of Asuka, with exhibits made centering on
artifacts recovered from these sites, to promote knowledge of
the history of the Asuka period. For the palaces, artifacts
recovered from the Kiyomihara palace discovered in the
central part of Asuka are displayed, along with a model of the
Mizuochi site which is well known as the locus of a water
clock accompanying the palace. For stone objects, there are a
stone carving with male and female images and a stone
representation of Mt. Sumeru displayed within the museum,
together with replicas of stone objects displayed in the
museum’ s garden, some of them spouting water to recreate
their original condition. For mounded tombs, artifacts
recovered from the Takamatsuzuka tomb, and for temples,
items discovered at Asuka and Kawaradera temples, are
displayed.

Exhibit Hall 2 features a reconstruction using recovered
architectural members from the eastern corridor of the cloister of
Yamadadera temple. Materials from Yamadadera, including
these architectural members, were designated a national
Important Cultural Property in 2007.

During 2008 fiscal year there were two special exhibits, a
spring exhibit titled “Oriental Zodiac from the Kitora Tomb:
Mouse, Cow, and Tiger,” and an autumn exhibit titled “Enchanting
Fine Art Ceramics in Tang: Archaeological Discovery of the
Huangye Three-Colored Ceramic Kiln Site.” Planned exhibits
were held in the summer on “Pilgrimage to Asuka,” and in the
winter on “Archaeology in Asuka 2008.” The autumn special
exhibit showed many precious three-colored glazed ceramics
from the Huangye kiln site in cooperation with the
Archaeological Institute of Henan Province, China.



EOHBE

Spring scenery of Amakashi no Oka

BEYDENET (FIEE)

Exhibition of stone monuments
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Cultural Property
Conservation

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
promotes a variety of international projects including joint
research, exchanges of research personnel, technical training,
and restoration and preservation projects, and also provides
assistance in programs of international cooperation conducted
by ACCU (Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO) and
JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency).

In 2009 fiscal year the institute mainly carried out the
following six projects of international cooperation and
exchanges: (1) Joint investigation of the Han-Wei Luoyang
imperial palace site in the city of Luoyang, Henan Province,
China, with the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences; (2) Joint research at the Huangye and Baihe
kiln sites, for producing three-colored glazed Tang pottery, in
the city of Gongyi, Henan Province, China, with the
Archaeological Institute of Henan Province, China; (3) Joint
research of excavated artifacts from the Sui and Tang graves in
the Chaoyang district, with the Archaeological Institute of
Liaoning Province; (4) Comparative research on ancient
capitals in Korea and Japan and exchanges of personnel in
conjunction with the National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Korea; (5) International cooperation for
conservation of Western Prasat Top in the Angkor
archaeological sites, Cambodia, and training program for
Cambodian experts in conjunction with APSARA (Authority
for the Protection and Management of Angkor and the Region
of Siem Reap); and (6) International cooperation for
conservation of the Bamiyan archaeological site, Afghanistan,
and training program for Afghan experts, conducted with the
National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo;
however, the fieldwork was deferred in 2009 due to Security
reason. An annval training programme for two Afghan
archaeologists was carried out in Japan.

The institute also contributes the ongoing project of
investigation and conservation for Thang Long imperial palace
site in Hanoi, Viet Nam, conducted with the Japan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the Japan Agency for Cultural Affairs, and
Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural
Heritage.
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Publicizing the Results of
Reseach Activities

The Institute publicly displays its research and survey
results through the Nara Palace Site Museum, the
Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Palace Site, and the Asuka
Historical Museum.

Every spring and autumn, the Institute also organizes
public lectures in which its researchers present the results
of their investigations and surveys. The Asuka Historical
Museum also invites specialists, from both within the
Institute and from the outside, to give lectures in
association with special exhibitions of the museum.

Upon every major excavation work, the Department of
Imperial Palace Sites Investigations presents public site
viewings for those interested in ancient history.

Publications issued by the Institute making these
research and survey results publicly available include its
academic journal, annual reports, compendia of historical
materials and other basic data, catalogs of exhibitions at
the Asuka Historical Museum, and the CAO News.
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Web Page of Nara National Research

Institute for Caltural Properties
http://www.nabunken.go.jp

The Institute’s Web page will be used first of all to
make public a variety of databases that organically
integrate digitalized information on cultural properties,
and also to provide information on upcoming events, such
as public site viewings at archaeological excavations, and
open lectures.

Further, in addition to broadcasting introductions of the
contents of the Institute’s research, lists of its
publications, and news regarding cultural properties, the
Institute will strive to distribute information on cultural
properties by incorporating new technologies such as the
3-D contents and Web TV components for the Asuka
Historical Museum.
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HFEFRDESS  Institute Facilities

REM(EEIRZFT 2588

Institute Headquarters

630-8577 REMZZ%HI2-9-1 2-9-1, Nijo-cho, Nara City 630-8577 Japan
Tel.0742-30-6733 (@) 0742-30-6753 (xiteriz®z) Fax.0742-30-6730 (z@®) 0742-30-6750 (x{LaiEH2)

REX(LEASUAT D AR - B FHER |5
Headquarters Building, Training Facility

AEE MAIN BUILDING
3pE THIRD FLOOR
AE%EJEEB Department of Planning&Coordination
Y{IZEE% Department of Cultural Heritage
~ Center for Archaeological
BRIt 5 — Operations 9
2R SECOND FLOOR
FhE=E Director General’s room
E pus Department of Imperial Palace Site
b 5 i 5R E A Inv%stlgatlons(He?jo)
(FiitX)
1/ FIRST FLOOR
[=gER Administration Office
HEER=E Reference room

FiR=MERE B2

FHEMENESRERPR NRES ERIS

Nara Palace Site Museum, Storage facilities

i = RleE  NARA PALACE SITE MUSEUM

BRE Exhibition room
.g,% ﬁ Auditorium
INGEE Small auditorium
SFE3INEE STORAGE No.3

20 SECOND FLOOR
RERZE=E Conservation Science room
AREFEZIET Wooden implements room
T EREIEE Earthenware room
BEIER Roof tiles room

1R FIRST FLOOR
%fﬁg Security room
RERZEge Conservation Science room
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AR (FRE - BREMIX) Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0025 EEMAZEHEIQ4-1 Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-63390

94-1, Kinomoto-cho, kashihara City 634-0025 Japan

MEMREAEN (KRB - BREMX) & LEHIS

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

ﬂ‘t%ﬁ#—lﬁﬁ Asuka Historical Museum
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Topics:

Renovation of the Nara Palace
Site Museum: Looking Back on
Preparations of the Exhibits

Planning of exhibits for the Nara Palace Site Museum's 24
April 2010 renewal opening started about two years beforehand.
At a meeting of the Exhibits Committee at the start of 2009, in
order for the museum to serve both as an approach to the Nara
Palace Site from Saidaiji station, and as guidance facility for the
site itself, the composition of “Guidance Corner,” “Government
Office/Palace Reconstruction Corners,” “Recovered Artifacts
Comer” was adopted for ease of understanding. _

From June of that year the museum closed, and over the next
month the materials that had been on exhibit were moved to
another facility and stored.

Representatives of each Section of the Department of Imperial
Palace Sites Investigations began to meet from August to plan
the specific contents of exhibits of the recovered objects. As a
result, a dual structure was devised of exhibits introducing on the
one hand various aspects of the Nara Palace through artifacts
(“daily life” , “tributary payments” , “magical charms” ,
“international exchange”), and others explaining how
researchers in each Section (Wooden Documents, Wooden and
Metal Implements, Pottery, Roof Tiles) approached the research
and analysis of recovered materials. Also, the notion was
adopted of exhibiting related artifacts for comparison in
dioramas of the Government Office and Palace Reconstruction
Comers. Based on this plan, coordinators for each exhibit were
charged with listing up the required materials, and by the end of
2009 it had been basically decided which artifacts to exhibit.

As selection of the contractor to do the work did not take place
until mid-November, full-scale consultations were not possible
until after the start of 2010. From then it was a race against time.
The dioramas were made from January through March, with
production of the graphics and explanation panels, placement of
visual equipment, and layout of the artifact exhibits proceeding
in parallel; after this the making of captions and display fixtures
went at a feverish pitch, and in the several days just prior to
opening it was possible to finish laying out the artifacts in the
exhibits, placing the captions and loading the videos.

. The Institute will strive to see that the museum, having
achieved this renewal through the efforts and cooperation of
many both within and outside Nabunken, will serve a wide
audience in the future.

EREROER - HEEE (—35)
One portion of the diagrams and materials related to the exhibits
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EEREIE Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site

EETERIE Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site
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B§5#EfFER Chronological Table

BYiEfER Chronological Table

BEETFER Chronological Table
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710 712 720 724 729 737 740 741 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794 809 824 864

538 588 589 592 593 603 604 606 607 618 630 641 645 646 663 670 673 676 681 689 690 694 701 708

Abandoned Nara capital reverts to rice paddies by this time
M SN EHER IR QI ¥ 16 K EH A 010
Retired Emperor Heizei dies

B -HIN R R H o re

Retired Emperor Heizei moves to the Nara palace
B -HIN R E- R0 L 300

Capital moves to Heian

EENSIEECTIRY o

Capital moves to Nagaoka

UK EE I L Ra Y R o

An Lushan’s rebellion breaks out in Tang

ko i T S R S #ure

Yobai Palace completed

IREMARIRER e

Priest Dokyo falls from power

IR RKE o0

Fujiwara no Nakamaro’s rebellion occurs; production of one million miniature pagodas started

HIxEEem MRV ORIN

Tachibana no Naramaro’s uprising occurs; Yord code put into effect; Nara palace remodeled
XIS N #FYED FRHSKYE

Priest Jianzhen(Ganjin) arrives from Tang

I 2 OS8R £ [ o r@

Consecration held of the newly made colossal Buddha figure at Todaiji temple
KKV KISEBE LIRS0

Capital returns to Nara

RVERIKRL PV

Capital moves to Naniwa

FHRIRNYFEVDDe

Shigaraki Palace erected

BRI K MY O v 1@

Government orders the erection of provincial temples

FHR S M=K

Fujiwara no Hirotsugu’s rebellion takes place. Capital moves to Kuni
EIKIECmN KIUHKRUGNY®R

Smallpox epidemic breaks out; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimaro,etc.) die
KEIHK AR IS RIEITO Y RRRIRHone

Prince Nagaya forced to commit suicide on suspicion of treason

P I8 HH S KA S 1 J 1@

Emperor Shomu enthroned

BB KR ZEE e

Nihon Shoki [Chronicle of Japan] compiled

OKHIRLRIRER o e

Kojiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed; Emperor Xuansong of Tang enthroned
O RRIRR e il VN IRIHEREE e

Capital moves to Nara

BFRIE LGN R o

Wado Kaichin (bronze coin) issued. Relocation of the Capital to Nara is decided
REES VIR BERIKMRRY KIS0

Taiho code put into effect

KM@ R ER 0

Fujiwara becomes the capital of Japan

BIRK IR o

Empress Zetienwuhou of Tang enthroned

[ &= K S DR & 2 o e

AskaKiyomihara Code enacted

2 IE 3§ &8 HIX 4P 1Y 32 14 o 10

Compilation of the Ritsuryo legal code and official historic chronicles begins
I VHNS ER YOI

Silla unifies the Korean peninsula

REAFH IR

Emperor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyomihara palace

H A S 78 12 #8 0 K H T 3 2 IR S & e o] KV B 42 fo n@
First census register compiled

HOQMILEE (K- HE) W Ove

United force of Japan and Paekche loses to the Tang army at Hakusonko
& - HOHS ) O Bl 132 F K 0 1) 8 < rQ

Taika Reform declared

KIHE RSy HP

Prince Nakano Oe assassinates Soga no Iruka
HKRINNORER < #E R o e

Construction of Yamadadera temple begins
JHFROVORSNE

First delegation sent to Tang China

iR — O] © 910 i {5 15 )

Tang Dynasty defeats Sui

Ono no Imoko sent to Sui China; construction of Horyuji temple begins
SEENREDEN e HEFPYOVOLRIN
Sakatadera temple erected

HHEHAFRO Ve

Seventeen Article Constitution promulgated

ERsE R SNFEENG

Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace

SHMHEM20NN

Prince Shotoku oversees politics

B KM R EE Y N RI0AUN

Empress Suiko enthroned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka

I I R 80 EE I B3 o re

Sui Dynasty unifies China
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Construction of the Hokoji temple (Asukadera) begins

HEMHE GRIEHR) ¥ O v o

Buddhism introduced from Peakche, Korea

M ROIRREQ

Historic memorial (year of birth/death)

BE AY (£1%)

(554-628) Empress Suiko

#EHXE

(737-806) Emperor Kanmu

E
—

B X

R B £ (684-729) Prince Nagaya

KEKXKE (626-671) Emperor Tenji

HD f8 K F (574-622) Prince Shotoku

B H KX E (701-756) Emperor Shomu

HHER

BB ET (662-689) Prince Kusakabe

I & K 5% £ F (-643) Prince Yamashiro no Oe

SE R E (774-824) Emperor Heizei

omyo

(701-760) Empress Consort Ki

=M E F (654-696) Prince Takechi

(718-770) Empress Koken

S

e

B B A B (-645) Sogano Iruka

(631?-686) Emperor Tenmu

AHEXE

BB T (-626) Soga no Umako

B § (-772) Priest Dokyo

(645-702) Empress Jito

FHRXE

hE#E (614-669) Nakatomi-no-Kamatari

Y B8 SF B (-587) Mononobe no Moriya

(706-764) Fujiwara no Nakamaro

B R MR a

B /& (766-822) Priest Saichs

fif B {5 (693-775) Kibi no Makibi

e =
=]
(688-763) Priest Jianzhen (Ganjin)

8

B E A E (659-720) Fujiwara no Fuhito

& £ (-653) Priest Min

22 5 (774-835) Priest Kikai

7 B (668-749) Priest Gyoki

I £ B B (660-733) Yamanoue no Okura

K # ik A (665-731) 0tomo no Tabito

K £ &R £ (718-785) otomo no Yakamochi
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Fi7Et Location

PRfEE  Location

B # X

Nara Area
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Headquarters of Institute

630-8577 =R _H12-9-1
MAIEER #0558 Tel.0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
EEHEESE Tel.0742-30-6752 Fax.0742-30-6750
TEREE LEES EBEESititr5—
Tel.0742-30-6852 Fax.0742-30-6841
EAFEIEREL (FhitX) Tel.0742-30-6832 Fax.0742-30-6830
2-9-1, Nijo-cho,Nara City 630-8577 Japan

R—LRX— http://www.nabunken.go.jp

Asuka / Fujiwara Area
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0025 EREMAZAHI94-1
Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6390
94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara City 634-0025 Japan

Asuka Historical Museum

634-0102 RRESMHEHAEENEL601
Tel.0744-54-3561 / Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

i-modef  http://asuka. nabunken. jp/i/
j-phonef http://asuka. nabunken. jp/j/
ezwebA  http://asuka. nabunken. jp/ez/




FE - FHESE—RAKBREREY

224K (2010) 4 A23H 2 5eRiaa 230 2 72
BWMAEORRE ST 25 L. TORMEILHER
HOKRBKEEBELZLDTH Y, PIRGUELREE
M EEZOL 6N TR, EHH S Fofki L
7o 8 4E (715) ICED KL EZONS
EIIThoTWVD, BELITWZ, BRELRH Y
SHEARHOBEDO D OICHH S, & Tk
ERZWROBEBRIHWONRIPETI X5
KR RSN, B LR ROREO LT
BEBEROEW [REEERZE] (712) »5%
FL7

Front: Reconstruction of the First Imperial
Audience Hall, the Nara Palace Site

The completion ceremony for this construction was
conducted on 23rd April, 2010. Archaeological
researches revealed that the Imperial Audience Hall
had not been in existing at the outset, and been
relocated from the Fujiwara Palace in Wado 8 (AD
715), five years after the founding of the Nara Palace.
Along with the relocation, its roof tiles and
decorative clasps were newly made in the latest style
at that time. For example, the roof tiles were finished
in black color in order to make them resemble the
counterparts of buildings in the Changan Palace in
Tang Dynasty. The calligraphy displayed in the
middle of the second story was reproduced by
collecting characters from the Buddhism scripture
“Nagaya-no-oh Gan-kyo” written in AD 712.
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