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Yury G. Nikitin
Medieval burial ground in Glazkovka bay.

Medieval burial ground Glazkovka 1 was found out in October 1990 at realization of archeological
researches in a zone of construction of Experimental Base of Seafood nearby of Glazkovka village of
Lazo District in Primorye. The site is located on an ancient coastal bar in a southwest part of
Glazkovka bay in 60 m from a coastal line. Northern part of a bar is strongly destroyed by new con-
struction work, from the west it is limited to a small drying out bog. There was picked up the small
collection of sherds of handmade and wheel made pottery on the destroyed part of a coastal bar. Two
whole and two in part destroyed burials on the kept part of a coastal bar, which had small sea pebble
barrows in an antiquity, probably. Traces of them were kept only as a congestion of those stones re-
vealed right after of removal of a sod.

There was a stratigraphical picture as following :

(CBod-the dark brown sandy loam sated organic material and modern dust, capacity 12-16
cm.

O0rhe layer of brown sand with large sea pebbles, capacity from 18 up to 22 cm.
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O0Orhe thin layer of slightly dark brown sand, thickness of 1-3 cm(ancient turf).

ONature sand of yellow color, with spots of marsh rust.
Sepulchral stains were found out after removal of a layer of brown sand on the depth of 20-25 cm from
a modern surface.
Burial 1.

The sepulchral hole of almost correct rectangular form was oriented by the long side from the
east to the west(an azimuth 87°).The tomb in the size 2,2 x 1,2 m was constructed at the bottom part
of the sepulchral foundation ditch in the size 3,4 x 2,1 m on depth 25-30 cm from it's edge. There
were found out the rests of a wooden frame as the small burned down wooden pieces concentrated
along boards of a tomb during clearing the burial. Some of them were kept small iron cramps-
fastening details of a wooden frame. Several traces of angular connections wooden frame as strips of
dark grey sand mixed with a wood decay were revealed in a southwest corner of the tomb.

Many fragments of three pots, which were made on a slow circle, were found out during excava-
tion of a tomb : disorders of the top parts of the pots inverted by rims to a bottom of the grave. Disor-
der remains of big thick-walled vessel were found out in a southern board of a grave (between the
rests of a wooden frame and edge territory of a foundation ditch).The vessel was made on a fast circle
of the test of very bad quality, with a plenty of large impurity and is burnt at rather low temperature.
The bronze bracelet with a goffered face with small bronze tacks and the rests of leather on internal
surface were found out at the bottom of a southeast corner of a tomb. The rests of two earrings as
thin bronze rings with round chalcedony beads found out near to it. Besides many small fragments of
strongly rusty iron artifacts of the uncertain form, small iron and bronze belt ornaments, the rests of
small iron bell and fragments of tin ear ring were found out into the grave.

Burial 2.

The sepulchral stain of almost rectangular form has come to light after disassembly of three lay-
ers large sea pebble and removals of a layer of brown sand. There were revealed some fragments of
wheel made ceramics on a surface of a sepulchral stain and a congestion of the fine charcoal concen-
trated along a southern board of a tomb and in a northwest corner. Burial 2(as well as previous)was
constructed in specially dug foundation ditch in the size 3,6 x 2m. The tomb, the size2,8x 1,3m
and depth of 58 cm, was oriented by the long side strictly from the east to the west(an azimuth 90°).
There were revealed the numerous rests of the burned down wooden frame scattered on the bottom
part of the grave. Lateral walls of the western half of tomb were covered with a layer of clay. Many
fragments and the whole iron cramps with traces of wood on the rusty surfaces were found along
boards of the wooden frame.

Four bronze metal plates, a strong rusty iron bit, ten iron arrowheads and a many fragments of
strongly rusty iron products were found out in the grave. One decorated bronze hairpin was revealed
in a southeast corner of the burial besides. The big fragments of rims from two vessels, which were
made on a slow circle, were found in the western part of a tomb, almost at the board. Several
postholes from the wooden columns of a funeral construction located around a sepulchral frame were
revealed in a bottom part of the foundation ditch of a tomb. Practically, all the space around of these
holes was filled with large sea pebbles and several fragments of very big thick-walled vessel were
found out between them.

The analysis of the collection allows dating burials by second half of 9th centuries, and to connect
the graveyard to epoch of the Bohai State. The certain difficulties are caused with identification of a
funeral ceremony ; however it's some features can be restored :

O Perhaps, all burials are executed on a ceremony of burning of the secondary remains in a wooden
coffin or in a wooden frame, enough spacious for burial to a full height.

O In all burials were not found any fragments of human bones.

O All tombs were constructed in specially dug wide foundation ditches.

O The rests of a funeral construction(?)were found out inside all foundation ditches.
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