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SUMMARY

As a special characteristic of the Miyazaki Plain during the Late Kofun period, stone
burial chambers accessed by horizontal passages, found universally in other regions, are
unknown, with subterranean chamber graves in the fifth and sixth centuries, and horizontal
chambers tunneled directly into the bedrock in the sixth and seventh centuries, comprising
the dominant forms. Thirteen sites containing horizontal tunnel chambers are dispersed
across this region, with the Hasugaike Site, formed by a cluster of more than 200 tombs,
and the Kamikitakata Site, composed of 173 tombs, located in an area in the northern part
of the plain. The Ikeuchi Horizontal Tomb Cluster treated in this report is part of the just-
named Kamikitakata Site, lying near its northern fringe. These tombs were built by digging
into a fine-grained sandstone layer, deposited more than nine meters thick.

The Ikeuchi horizontal chambers are known at present to number 31 tombs. It is
conjectured, however, that additional remains underly the Torigoenoike pond, dammed up
in later times, so the actual figure is probably greater. This cluster of horizontal chambers
was disovered by Ishikawa Tsunetard in 1968, during a survey prior to housing construction,
and an excavation was conducted immediately. This was joined sometime after its start by
Nishitani Shinji and others from Tenri University.

From the distribution of the tombs, this cluster divides into four Groups, A through D. If
consideration is made of location and distributional density, however, these may be further
divided into eleven subgroups.

The orientation of most of the chambers is affected by the topography and therefore not
uniform. Only in the case of the large-scale tombs, described below, does there appear to
have been a deliberate design, with the chamber mouths opening towards the south.

If the scale is given in terms of overall length, the largest tomb is 6.33 m long, the smallest
1.46 m, and the average around 3 m, with the total dividing into three types of large,
medium, and small. Each type contains about the same number as the others. Burial
chambers in the shape of inverted trapezoids, with the long base forming the back wall, are
prominent, mixed with examples of more rectangular shapes showing rounding at the
corners. Ceilings divide into domed examples and those shaped like a hipped roof, although
a number of exceptions include those whose shape is no longer clear, or in which only part
of the ceiling exhibits a hipped-roof shape. Generally speaking, large-sized tombs, those
which are trapezoidal in outline, and those with ceilings in the shape of a hipped roof were
exquisitely made ; the Group A chambers to the northwest of Torigoenoike pond fall into
this category. |

For most of the artifacts recovered, the original position at the time of burial is unknown.
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The majority are thought to have been removed from the chamber itself out to the
forecourt on the occasion of a subsequent burial or even later ; for a portion of the finds the
situation remains unclear because the records made at the time of excavation cannot be
located. In the case of Tomb C-9, which was preserved intact, a single wooden coffin was
placed in the western side of the chamber with a set of Sue ware arranged nearby, while
toward the back corner on the eastern side two Sue dishes and two lids, and in the near
eastern corner only the lids to Sue dishes, were deposited together. There is also an
example in which a large Sue vase was placed in the forecourt.

Artifacts total .439 items, and include pottery, beads, earrings, arrowheads, knives, nails,
equestrian gear, sword decorations, and so forth. Sue ware makes up two thirds of the
pottery. A very small amount of medieval Ga ware was also mixed among the finds.

Of particular- interest is the discovery of a gilt bronze collar for a sword hilt, which
probably indicates that a sword decorated with a bulbous pommel was included among the
grave goods. In addition, a saddle-arch buckle found among the equestrian gear was made
with an iron base plate having a floral outline, with the holes for fixing the plate to the
saddle bow positioned at the intersection of adjacent lobes(petals), a characteristic
permitting inference of the item’s age.

The primary indicator of the age for the Ikeuchi Horizontal Tomb Cluster is Sue ware.
The stylistic characteristics of the items recovered indicate that tomb construction began
from the end of the sixth or early in the seventh centuries, and that subsequent burials were
made well into the latter part of the seventh century, with the chambers thus retaining their
function as burial sites until that time. The styles of the pommeled sword and the saddle-
arch buckle do not disagree with this chronological assessment.

The location of settlements on the Miyazaki Plain for this period is unclear. But the
tombs of this study belong to a community from a different residential district than the one
which built the Hasugaike cluster. As surmised by Okita in the main text, the narrow ridge
to the north of the large and well-constructed tombs forming Group A is in the shape of a
keyhole. Whether this is simply the natural contour, or the product of artificial shaping, is
not clear, but it is reasonable to regard the cluster as having been constructed with
recognition of this shape in mind. A similar relationship between tomb location and

topography has been observed at the Hasugaike cluster as well.

Translated by W. Edwards
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