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THE SUMMARY REPORT OF THE EXCAVATION
OF BYOBUDANI No. 1 SITE

|. The location of the site and an outline of this survey

Byobudani No. 1 site is located in Kamizuru town, Miyakonojo city, Miyazaki prefecture. ‘Miyakonojo
city is in the southeastern part of the island of Kyushu, and covers almost the center of the basin which is
surrounded by the Kirishima mountain range and the Wanizuka mountain range.

This site is located on the northwest edge of the plateau which is 150 meters above sea level, between
the Oyodo River and the Marutani River, one of its branches.

Twe nearby small gullies with springs cut into the site.

The excavation was held from January to March in 1991, prior to the construction of an office and a
lumber yard for the Miyakonojo lumbering cooperative society.

The site was divided into 3 parts, A, B and C. The total area is 600nf.

I. The layer at the site

In this site, there are 12 layers from the surface to the base layer, Ito—Pyroclastic Deposit (called

“Shirasu” in japanese which is vitreous soil accumulated all over Southern Kyushu surrounding the
Kinkou Bay).

Layer I (third layer from the surface) is Miike layer of pumice, which gushed out from Kirishima
volcano about 4000 years ago.

Layer VI is Akahoya layer of tephra, which gushed out from Kikai caldera about 6300 years ago.

Layer VI is Uramuta layer of scoria, which gushed out from Kirishima volcano.

These tephra layers are key layers which enable us to learn about the age of the cultur layers.



II. The outline of the excavation

In area A, one pit and one stonecluster of the Early Jomon Period were uncovered from beneath Layer
VI, Uramuta Scoriaceous layer. Besides this, pottery, stone implements and many fragments etc. were
excavated. The pieces of pottery amounted to 60, and most of them were cylindrical earthernware pots or
pattern stamped pots. Kinds of stone implements found were one arrow —heads, 2 scrapers, 2 flakes
which show signs of have being used, and one grind—stone.

The materials used for these stone implements were obsidian, agate, shale or andesite etc. according to
the purpose of the implement.

In area B, on the side of one of the gullies cutting into the plateau, no relic was excavated.

In area C, pottery of the Late Jomon Period and of the Yayoi Period were excavated from the black
humus layer, accumulated on top of the Miike Pumiceous Layer.

Besides this, two medieval ditches of 50 centimeters wide were confirmed.

Worthy of special mention is the culture layer of the Early Jomon period which was excavated in area A.
The data collected from this site is very precious, because there are few examples of this period in

Miyakonojo city.

(written by HAGIWARA Chikako and KUWAHATA Rosemary)
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