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The Nara capital (710-784) was an ancient capital

spanning the areas of the modern cities of Nara and Yamatokoriyama.
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Outline of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties is
an organization committed to comprehensive research on cultural
heritage. Nara is an ancient capital, known as “Nanto” (southern
capital), and because a wealth of ancient architecture and histori-
cal works of art survives, researching these materials in compre-
hensive fashion was the reason for the Institute’s establishment.
Since the question of the Nara palace site’s preservation rose up
in the mid-1950’s, the Institute has advanced full-scale excava-
tion and research at both the Nara and Asuka/Fujiwara palace
districts.

The results of these efforts have been utilized both domesti-
cally and internationally in research and in academic exchanges
regarding the development of ancient capitals. Also, techniques
for preservation, reconstruction, and presentation, developed by
the Institute for the conservation of precious cultural properties,
have been utilized for sites and artifacts throughout Japan and
across the world. Circulating information about the results of our
research and investigations, and putting them on public display at
the Nara Palace Site Museum and the Asuka Historical Museum,
are vital tasks for the Institute.

Damage to cultural properties has been rapidly increasing in
recent years due to large-scale disasters such as the Great East
Japan Earthquake, storm-induced flooding in the Kii peninsula,
and the 2016 Kumamoto earthquakes. The Institute is according-
ly taking active relief measures for cultural properties afflicted by
natural disasters, such as the rescue of damaged moveable cultural
properties, and surveys of the extent of harm and considerations
of countermeasures for sites such as tombs with decorated cham-
bers that have suffered severe damage to their mounds and stone
chambers, and are at risk of collapse.
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History of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary organization of the National
Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties, the prede-
cessor of the current Agency for Cultural Affairs, with a view
to conducting research on cultural properties. At the time of its
inception, the Institute was composed three research divisions,
specializing in art, architecture, and history, as well as a General
Affairs Division. Subsequently, the problem of preserving the
Nara palace site led to the inception of the Division of Heijo
Palace Site Investigations in 1963. In 1973, the Division of the
Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations was established, and in
1973, the Asuka Historical Museum was established, prompted
by a Cabinet resolution made in 1970 as part of the government’s
efforts to preserve the cultural properties of the Asuka area, In or-
der to help meet the demand for rescue excavations conducted by
local governments, the Center for Archaeological Operations was
established in 1974 to train local excavators and provide advices
to local authorities.

As part of the Japanese Government’s reform initiatives, na-
tional research institutes belonging to government ministries
and agencies are undergoing reorganization. Consequently, the
National Research Institure for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, and
the Nara National Cultural Properties Research Institure were
integrated and reorganized as branches of the Independent Ad-
ministrative Institution in April 2001. Further, in April 2007, the
Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties became
one unit of the Independent Administrative Institution National
Institute for Cultural Heritage, created through a merger with
the Independent Administrative Institution, National Museums.

o
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M April 1952

The Institute was established as an auxiliary organization of the National
Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties, with a General Af-
fairs Division, Historical Research Division, Architecture Research Di-
vision, and Art Research Division, at 50 Kasugano-cho, Nara.
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W July 1954

The Institute was officially named the Nara National Cultural Properties
Research Institute.
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B October 1960

The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opened in the former
Nara palace site in Sakihigashi-machi, Nara.
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M April 1963

The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations was established.
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M June 1968
The Agency for Cultural Affairs was established, with the Institute under
its control.

W19704 BEM45F 4R
P B R % B A

M April 1970
The Nara Palace Site Museum opened.
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M April 1973

The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations and the Asu-
ka Historical Museum were established. The Institute’s Accounting Sec-
tion was also established.

W1974% "BEM49F 4R
REB R (HEBER - REHL LBt > v —%

M April 1974
The Department of General Affairs and the Center for
Archaeological Operations were established.
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EMarch 1975
The Asuka Historical Museum opened at Okuyama, in the village of
Asuka, Nara prefecture.
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M April 1980
The Art Research Division transferred to the Research Center for Bud-
dhist Art, of the Nara National Museum.
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M April 1980

The Institute relocated to Nijo-cho, Nara. The Division of Heijo Palace
Site Investigations and the Center for Archaeological Operations were
integrated into the Institute.
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B August 1988

A new headquarters building was built for the Division of Asuka/Fuji-
wara Palace Site Investigations at 94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara, Nara
prefecture.
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W April 2001

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara, was
granted the status of independent administrative institution.
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W April 2007
It became the Independent Administrative Institution National Insti-
tute for Cultural Heritage, Nara National Research Institute for Cul-
tural Properties.

W20184F FRE30F6R
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EJune 2018
The ceremony was held for the completion of the Institute’s main office

building.
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Exterior view of the office building (completed March 2018)

Department of Research Support and
Promotion

The Department of Research Support and Promotion has been
put together as a managerial organization to conduct the opera-
tions of the Institute, and enable each research division to realize
the positive and motivated performance of its distinctive investi-
gative and research activities. Comprised of the Administrative,
Collaborative Promotion, and Research Support Divisions, it car-
ries out the vital function of promoting in smooth and positive
fashion the tasks of investigative research, training, exhibition,
and public presentation, etc., on the basis of firm links with each
research division and center.

The Departments duties consist of the management of the
administration and day-to-day operations of the Institute, of
evaluation and regulation, and of public promotion of its proj-
ects, which in concrete terms includes the managerial accounting,
general affairs, and publicity for projects conducted with govern-
ment subsidies for management, research grants, and diverse
funds received from the Agency for Cultural Affairs, the Minis-
try of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, plus regional
governments, shrines, and temples, etc.; in addition, the building
engineering and maintenance work and disaster prevention mea-
sures for various facilities including the Heij6 and Fujiwara office
buildings, the Nara Palace Site Museum, and the Asuka Historical
Museum; the international cooperative work for cultural heritage
preservation in China, Korea, Cambodia and other Asian coun-
tries; and the logistics of specialist training for cultural properties
personnel of regional governments and other organizations.

At present, the Department conducts the spring and autumn
public lectures for broadcasting the results of the Institute’s inves-
tigations and research, the Tokyo lecture, the publication of those
research results and the dissemination of information through the
Institute’s website, and the management etc. of the volunteers
who provide explanations at the Imperial Audience Hall, Suzaku
Gate, East Palace Garden, and the Nara Palace Site Museum of
the Special Historic Site Nara Palace. Also, the Department bears
the burden entrusted by the Agency for Cultural Affairs of main-
taining the historic environment and facilities within the Nara
Palace and Fujiwara Palace Sites, and administering the Agency
for Cultural Affairs Kitora Tomb Murals Preservation and Man-
agement Facility set up within the Kitora Area of the Asuka His-
torical National Government Park.
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Data and Information Section: Promoting the multilingualization of
the Institute and the National Museums

Department of Planning and Coordination

The Department of Planning and Coordination is responsible
for the comprehensive planning and coordination of research-re-
lated projects conducted by the Nara National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties, and for promoting public utilization of
the results. In addition, it fosters the collection and dissemina-
tion of information as a national center for research related to
cultural properties conservation, and provides expert cooperation
and advice to national and regional public institutions while also
coordinating joint research projects with them. The cooperation
furnished in the operation of the Agency for Cultural Affair’s proj-
ect for preserving and utilizing the murals of the Takamatsuzuka
and Kitora tombs, as well as for the Nara Palace Site Historical
Park’s guidance facility, Heijokyu Izanai-kan, which was opened
in March 2018 by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport
and Tourism, is one good example.

For the execution of these projects, the Department has five
Sections, with the following duties divided among them.

The Planning and Coordination Section is responsible for
the planning and coordination of training programs directed at
employees of regional public institutions, thereby linking the
Institute’s research results with improvements in the level of ar-
chaeological excavations and cultural properties conservation
conducted by regional governments and other organizations
throughout the nation.

The Data and Information Section maintains and enhances the
Institute’s database system, and gathers, maintains, and provides
data and materials related to cultural properties. It is also promot-
ing the multilingualization of the Institute.

Along with planning joint research with China and Korea, the
International Cooperation Section operates and manages aca-
demic exchanges, technical training, and cooperation with other
foreign countries, beginning with Cambodia and Kazakhstan.

The Exhibition Section distributes the results of Institute re-
search to the public and attempts new methods of exhibition,
principally through enriching the exhibitions at facilities such as
the Nara Palace Site Museum.

The Photography Section is involved in the production, man-
agement, and development of new technology for photographs

related to cultural properties.
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Planning and Coordination Section: Planning and coordination of training
for cultural properties personnel
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International Cooperation Section: Investigation and restoration at Western Prasat Top, Cambodia
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Photography Section: Aerial photography of an
excavation
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EEUARE | AP TRY U TORRTREE Exhibition Section: Preparations for the Summer
International Cooperation Section: Networking Core Centers Project in Kazakhstan Planned Exhibition
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage has four sections; the
Historical Document, the Architectural History, the Cultural
Landscape, and the Sites Management Research Section, through-
out which it conducts specialized and comprehensive research
with regard to cultural materials such as historical documents
and other written materials, historical and traditional buildings,
cultural landscapes, and archacological and historical sites plus
gardens.

‘The Historical Document Section is engaged in the research of
historical documents such as books and other written materials.
For historical documents, catalogs and photographic records are
being made at Kofukuji, Yakushiji, and other major temples in
Nara and around the Kinki region, and it promotes the publica-
tion of the works. For other written materials, items such as draw-
ings and woodblock carving are also investigated.

The Architectural History Section conducts research on archi-
tectural heritages through investigations of various types of extant
structures as well as through analyses of archaeological features,
and also collects, organizes, and publicizes materials related to ar-
chitectural cultural properties and groups of historic buildings.
The results of these activities are applied to conservation and
restoration of architectural cultural heritages in the country and
the cooperative work for the reconstruction of the Former Im-
perial Audience Hall compound at the Nara palace site, as well
as cooperative research for conservation of architectural heritages
overseas.

The Cultural Landscape Section conducts fundamental re-
search on cultural landscapes under the system established for
their protection in 2004, collects and organizes information on
cultural landscapes taken broadly from both domestic and foreign
fields of view, and through concrete examples of investigations,
conducts collaborative research concerning conservation policy
for cultural landscapes such as the devising of master plans.

The Sites Management Research Section conducts research on
the management system for proper conservation of a variety of
archaeological and historic sites. It promotes utilization of infor-
mation by publication and making database of research materials
related to site management activities carried out throughout the
country, and also utilizes this information and experience in pro-
viding cooperation to local governments engaged in site manage-
ment. It also carries out investigation for the history of Japanese
gardens and for conservation and restoration of the historic gar-
dens. For the purposes, it organizes and publicizes the database of

archacologically excavated garden sites.
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Historical Document Section: Investigation of ancient documents at the Cultural Landscape Section: Investigation of a stone monument related to
Section office the Chizu Forest Landscape
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Architectural History Section: Investigation at the traditional restaurant Susaki Site Management Research Section: Research Symposium on the
in Takayama City Preservation and Utilization of Historic Sites
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Heijo)

The Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Heijo)
is engaged in clarifying the remains of the Nara capital site, Ja-
pan’s eighth century capital. Among its activities, the scientific in-
vestigation continually conducted for more than half a century of
the Nara palace site, a designated Special Historic Site (inscribed
on the UNESCO World Heritage List as one of the cultural prop-
erties among the Historic Monuments of Ancient Nara), is truly a
cultural project in which Japan can take pride.

The Nara palace is an area set on the northern edge of the Nara
capital and enclosed by a tamped-ecarth wall, where the imperial
residence, areas for the conduct of the business and rites of state
(the Imperial Audience Hall and State Halls Compounds), and
government office complexes were gathered. A square roughly
one kilometer on a side, with the northern three-quarters of the
eastern side extending an additional 250 meters or so to the east,
it had an unusual shape without parallel at other ancient capitals.

Nara was the second ancient capital following Fujiwara to be
built along a planned city grid, and from the transfer to Nara in
710 until the move to Nagaoka in 784, it functioned as the capital
for nearly 75 years. This was the period of the establishment and
consolidation of the ancient Japanese state based on a formal-
ized system of central authority. The capital moved to Heian in
794, and following a failed attempt by Retired Emperor Heizei
to return the capital to Nara early in the ninth century, the Nara
palace and capital gradually transformed into rice paddy. With
the exception of its former easternmost section Nara no longer
continued to exist as a city, and traces of the ancient capital were
preserved underground in good condition.

During excavation, physical traces left etched in the ground by
former daily activities (“features”) and utilized items (“artifacts”)
are found in great numbers. Roof tiles and pottery, wooden im-
plements, coins and other metal products are among representa-
tive examples. Wooden tablets for writing (mokkan) in particular
are characteristic artifacts of the Nara capital. Their numbers ex-
ceed 200,000 items, and one portion is designated as the Na-
tional Treasure “Mokkan Excavated at the Heijo Palace.” The Nara
palace is truly a treasure trove of artifacts rivaling the Shosoin
Repository (the imperial treasure house), and is accordingly called
a “subterranean Shosoin.”

Processing and analyzing these artifacts and features, extracting
the maximum amount of data and making it public, and preserv-
ing the materials in good condition while converting the Nara
palace remains into a historic site for valuable public use, consti-
tute important duties for the Department alongside archaeologi-
cal excavation. In addition, the Department is expected to func-
tion as a base of research for historic archaeology related to eighth
century Japan.
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Southern half of the eastern gate and the eastern side of the cloister, East Pagoda (A®H'5)

Compound of Todaiji temple (from the south) Outer palace wall and north-south ditch from the time of Retired

Emperor Heizei, east of the Former Imperial Audience Hall
Compound (from the southeast)
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Cross-cutting groups of postholes in Block 11, East Second Ward on Large-scale podium building thought to be the main hall of the Controller’s Office,
Second Street, Nara Capital (from the north) Council of State, in the eastern office sector of Nara Palace (from the northeast)
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Podium of the Main Hall with a surrounding pavement of roof tiles,
Yamadadera temple site

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending from
the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara, was the historic set-
ting for the emergence of the ancient Japanese state, and served
as the political, economic, and cultural center from the end of
the sixth to the first part of the eighth centuries. Accordingly, a
variety of archaeological remains lie dormant beneath the ground,
including imperial palaces and the residences of elite families, the
sites of numerous temples including Asukadera, the oldest clois-
tered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the remains of tombs, the
earthen podium of a water clock, and a workshop complex for the
production craft items. Also, in the northern half of this region
lies the Fujiwara capital, built on a rectangular grid spreading out
five kilometers on a side and centering on the Fujiwara palace,
located in the center of the capital and containing the emperor’s
residence, along with halls where ceremonies of state were con-
ducted.

Through the excavation of these sites, interdisciplinary investi-
gations are conducted by the Department with the aim of recon-
structing a concrete historic image of the ancient state. In addi-
tion to making these results publically available through public
viewings at excavations, publication of research results, exhibi-
tions at its main facility, the Department is also in charge of the
preservation of these sites and utilization for the public benefit.

ILRFEE - RO B
Reconstructed plan of the eastern cloister and main hall, Yamadadera
temple
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Investigation of the Imperial Audience Hall Compound, Fujiwara Palace: The scale and structure of the northern portion of the cloister’s eastern side became
clear, as did the existence of the Audience Hall's Eastern Rear Cloister (temporary label; seen from the northeast)
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5)o Investigation south of Daikan Daiji temple: Ancient period pits and an east—
Investigation in the southeastern block, East Third Ward on Eighth Street, west ditch were detected (from the northeast)

Fujiwara Capital: Ancient period postholes and a skewed ditch were detected

(from the southeast)
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Center for Archaeological Operations

The Center for Archaeological Operations conducts analytic
and developmental research regarding various techniques for in-
vestigating buried cultural properties.

The Conservation Science Section carries out investigations
and research regarding the conservation of artifacts and features,
along with structures, and in particular it develops practical
methods ranging from the material and structural examinations
to the preservation and restoration of excavated materials. Also,
for the purpose of diagnosing the deterioration of archaeological
features, it conducts developmental research on diagnostic meth-
odologies utilizing earth science techniques, beginning with sur-
veys of preservation environments.

The Environmental Archacology Section carries out investiga-
tions and research aimed at establishing research methodologies
regarding the reconstruction of past environments. In particular,
it is mainly engaged in reconstructive research of ancient environ-
ments based on examinations of floral and faunal remains, and re-
search to clarify the history of the utilization of plant and animal
materials. In addition, it continues to carry out the collecting, and
making publicly accessible, of modern day specimens that are the
basis of environmental archacological research.

The Dating Section conducts research which applies dendro-
chronology to the fields of archaeology, history, and the histories
of art and architecture. In addition to the dendrochronological
dating of wooden cultural materials, it is carrying out research for
the application etc. of the technique of inferring whether separate
artifacts were sourced from the same specimen, a research method
in dendrochronology, to the examination and analysis of wooden
products recovered from archaeological sites.

The Archaeological Research Methodology Section compiles
and makes publicly accessible the Archacological Site Database,
and conducts research on the technology for investigating cul-
tural properties plus that for the surveying and prospection of ar-
chaeological sites, in order to enhance the quality of site investiga-
tion and research, and the efficiency of archaeological excavation,
throughout Japan. Additionally, as a new project from the 2014
fiscal year on, it has been engaged in the collection of disaster-re-
lated geological data for archaeological sites and the compilation
of a database of traces of disaster, which it is currently working
towards making publicly accessible.

In addition, the Center is publishing the latest research topics
and results in periodic fashion through the CAO NEWS.
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Conservation Science Section: Work on installing sensors Environmental Archaeology Section: An event exhibiting the researchers
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Dendrochronological Dating Section: Scene at a special exhibit event at the Archaeological Research Methodology Section: Prospection with ground-
Asuka Historical Museum penetrating radar
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Asuka Historical Museum

This is a museum with a historical focus, which was established
in 1973 and opened in 1975 at Okuyama in the village of Asuka,
based on a Cabinet decision made in conjunction with special legisla-
tive measures aimed at preserving the historic features of the Asuka
region. The Asuka period and region are the objects of its exhibits,
centering on the results of investigations conducted by the Institute
within the Asuka area. In addition to the regular displays there are
exhibitions held four times yearly, and public lectures and so forth
have also been held.

The regular displays are set up in Exhibit Halls 1 and 2. Currently,
displays are maintained in Exhibit Hall 1 on the themes of palaces,
stone objects, mounded tombs, temples, plus the Soga clan, in order
to promote knowledge of the history of the Asuka period. Beginning
with artifacts recovered from the remains of Asukadera, the temple
which symbolizes the start of the Buddhist period, there are displays
of pottery found through excavation at Amakashi-no-Oka, and of
changes in palaces which have become clear through excavations, and
a model of the features of the Mizuochi site, well known as the locus
of a water clock accompanying the palace, plus a model reconstruc-
tion of the water clock itself. For stone objects, along with a stone
carving with male and female images and a stone representation of
Mt. Sumeru, both Important Cultural Properties, displayed within
the museum, there are replicas of stones in the shape of a tortoise and
monkeys, plus the tortoise-shaped stone basin recovered from the
Sakafuneishi site, placed in the museum’s garden to recreate the at-
mosphere of the time. For mounded tombs, artifacts recovered from
the Takamatsuzuka tomb are exhibited, along with life-size replicas
of the murals of the Kitora tomb on ceramic plates, and a display of
high-definition scanned images of the Takamatsuzuka murals.

Exhibit Hall 2 displays materials recovered from the Yamadadera
temple site, which have been designated as Important Cultural Prop-
erties, centering on a reconstruction using recovered architectural
members of the eastern corridor of the temple’s cloister.

In the lower level, a full-scale model of the stone chamber of the
Takamatsuzuka tomb, and the actual jigs used in its dismantling are
exhibited.

The exhibitions held in the 2019 fiscal year were the Spring Special
Exhibit “Works of the Environmental Archaeology Laboratory,” the
Summer Planned Exhibit of submissions to the “Tenth Photo Con-
test “The Tombs of Asuka,” the Autumn Special Exhibit “Asuka: In
Harmony with Nature,” and the Winter Planned Exhibit “Archaeol-
ogy in Asuka 2019.” In the museum’s garden a full-scale replica of
the Takamatsuzuka tomb’s stone chamber (made for experimental
dismantling) was newly displayed.

In addition to the above there were participatory events held, and
with the provision of original products and the enrichment of its
website, the museum is increasing its appeal.

Additionally, as a project entrusted to it by the Agency for Cultural
Affairs in relation to the conservation and management facilities for
the Kitora tumulus murals (within the Asuka Historical National
Government Park), the Asuka Historical Museum is conducting the
daily administration and operations, and projects related to the pub-
lic display of the murals. In the 2019 fiscal year the eleventh through
fourteenth public display events were held for a total of four such
occasions, and in periods when the murals were not open to the pub-
lic the exhibit rooms were accessible, and events such as a mobile
planetarium and a paper craft workshop commemorating the murals’
designation as a National Treasure were held.
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Scene at the event “Talking about Our Home, Asuka” at the Autumn Special Exhibit “Asuka: In Harmony with Nature”

BIMELE BERRAGE F hSHEEEORR (5513E)
Stone chamber replica of the Takamatsuzuka tomb for experimental disman- Public display (thirteenth) of the Kitora tomb murals
tling
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Nara Palace Site Museum

The Nara Palace Site Museum opened in 1970, in the northwest
portion of the palace precinct (at the site of the ancient Imperial
Stable Bureau), as the public exhibit facility for the palace site. After
twice undergoing subsequent renovation, in April 2010 the interior
décor and exhibits saw a total renewal in conjunction with the cel-
ebration of the 1300¢h anniversary of the move to the Nara capital.
Along with being a facility for the public exhibition and display of
results of the Institute’s excavations and research, the renovated Mu-
seum serves as entryway for access to the palace site from the direc-
tion of Yamato Saidaiji station on the Kintetsu line.

Inside the Museum are seven rooms of permanent exhibits, and
one for special exhibits. At the Information and Guidance Corner
are introductions of the outlines of the Nara capital and palace,
along with a scale model showing the process from archaeological
investigation to site preparation. At the Government Office/Palace
Reconstruction Corners are life-sized dioramas and images recreat-
ing the interiors of the imperial domicile and government offices lo-
cated in the palace precinct. In addition to displaying under various
themes the items recovered in excavations at the Nara palace and
capital sites, the Recovered Artifacts Corner explains the research of
the Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations. In the Ar-
chacology Corner, the research activities of various sections of the
Center for Archacological Operations are introduced, making for
pleasurable learning about the links between science and cultural
properties. In the Models Display Corner are exhibits where one can
trace the changes of the Lecture Hall at Toshodaiji temple (which was
the Eastern State Assembly Hall transferred from the Nara palace), a
conjectural reconstruction of the Imperial throne in the Nara period,
along with carved wooden dolls that are a traditional craft product
of Nara.

As planned and special exhibitions for the 2019 fiscal year, the
Spring Exhibit “Takamikura: The Imperial Throne of the Nara
Court,” the summer children’s exhibition “Gardens in the Ancient
Capital of Nara,” the Autumn Special Exhibit “A Subterranean
Treasure House: Era Names and Mokkan,” and the Winter Planned
Exhibit “Archacology in Heijo 2019” were held. All of these were
included in the national government’s Beyond 2020 Program show-
casing Japanese culture. Also, in January 2020 a spring mini exhibit
on “Children of the Nara Capital” was held. In recent years efforts
are being put into the production of these exhibits, gallery talks, and
workshops for the enjoyment of those coming to the museum, result-
ing in an increase of returning visitors.
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Artifacts Display Room Archaeological Science Corner
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Workshop in the Summer Planned Exhibit “Gardens in the Ancient Capital Autumn Special Exhibit “A Subterranean Treasure House: Era
of Nara” Names and Mokkan”
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Cultural Property

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
promotes a variety of international exchange and cooperative
projects including joint research, exchanges of research personnel,
technical training, and restoration and preservation projects, and
also provides assistance in programs of international cooperation
conducted by other organizations such as the Asia/Pacific Cul-
tural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU).

The Institute is currently conducting the following projects:
(1) a joint investigation with the Institute of Archeology, Chi-
nese Academy of Social Sciences of the ancient urban site of the
Northern Wei capital Luoyang; (2) a joint investigation with
the Archacological Institute of Henan Province, China, of the
Huangzhi/Baihe kiln sites in the city of Gyongyi; (3) a joint in-
vestigation with the Archaeological Institute of Liaoning Prov-
ince related to the culture of the Former, Later, and Northern
Yan, beginning with artifacts from the Lamadong cemetery; (4)
comparative research on the formation and processes of develop-
ment of ancient Japanese and Korean culture, and exchange of
personnel on excavation sites, with the National Research Insti-
tute for Cultural Properties, Korea; (5) investigative research and
preservation projects with APSARA (Authority for the Protection
and Management of Angkor and the Region of Siem Reap) on
the Angkor archaeological site group and the Western Top site,
plus personnel development; (6) as a core exchange project of the
Agency for Cultural Affairs, activity conducted together with the
National Museum of the Republic of Kazakhstan aimed at the
transfer of archaeological technology in areas such as methods of
processing and researching artifacts recovered from excavations;
(7) joint research with England’s Sainsbury Institute for the Study
of Japanese Arts and Cultures; (8) research exchanges, etc., with
Taiwan’s Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica.

In addition to the above, the Institute is engaged in activities
of international organizations such as UNESCO and in the ac-
cumulation of information and materials related to cultural heri-
tage, and is providing cooperation for projects in international
relations conducted by the Tokyo National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties.
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Commemoration held at Western Prasat Top of the 25th anniversary of the Institute’s project in Cambodia (in Siem Reap)
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Academic exchange with the Sainsbury Institute
for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures (in
Asuka Village, Takaichi District, Nara)

BREMESREE CORERR (FE - HMNICT) (AP TR&Y - JVZIFVICT)
View of investigation as part of a Japan-China academic exchange program (in View of training conducted under a core exchange
Yangzhou, China) project in Kazakhstan (in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan)
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Publicizing the Results of
Research Activities

The Institute publicly displays its research and survey results
through the Asuka Historical Museum, the Nara Palace Site Mu-
seum, and the Exhibition Room of Fujiiwara Palace Site.

Every spring and autumn, the Institute also organizes public
lectures in which its researchers present the results of their inves-
tigations and surveys, and once yearly a public lecture is also held
in Tokyo as well. In addition, the Asuka Historical Museum also
holds events and invites specialists, from both within the Institute
and from the outside, to give lectures in association with special
exhibitions of the museum.

Upon every major excavation work, the Department of Impe-
rial Palace Sites Investigations presents public site viewings for
those interested in ancient history.

Publications issued by the Institute making these research and
survey results publicly available include its academic journals,
annual reports, compendia of historic materials and other basic
data, anthologies of miscellaneous papers, catalogs of exhibitions,
and newsletters from the Institute and from the Center for Ar-
chaeological Operations.
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Web Site of the Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

The web site provides information on public events such as
exhibits at public facilities, open lectures by Institute researchers,
and public site viewings at excavations, plus information about
the Nara palace site, columns by researchers, and so forth.

In addition to providing a variety of information about cul-
tural properties, through 31 databases and other materials such
as high definition digital images, efforts are being made at widely
circulating the Institute’s research results, through full access to
a portion of its publications placed in a research information re-

pository
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AZSFRDEES  Institute Facilities
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630-8577 ZREREMTREI"THOE 158 Tel.0742-30-6733 / Fax.0742-30-6730

2-9-1 Nijo-cho, Nara City, Nara Prefecture 630-8577 Japan
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ﬂﬁ%}ﬁ;ﬁﬁ%ﬁ (ﬂ}%ﬁ@?\ﬂﬂ@) Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0025 HRRERFEMAZAEIOS-1 Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.

94-1, Kinomoto-cho, kashihara City, Nara Prefecture 634-0025 Japan
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:\:I\EEE'E&@\ EE/\ #ir'g;r:u':'gmb Murals Become a National

VALRHRES AL RSO %2 505, SFIICE 7 In response to the recommendation from the Subdivision on Cul-
H23 HAFCF b5 il oo REm 5 [ (GORE, Pike, RghE. tural Properties of the Council for Cultural Affairs, five murals of the

e v s Kitora tomb (on the east, west, south, and north walls plus the ceiling)
AekE, K HEFIIHESNE L. were designated a National Treasure on 23 July 2019.

F NI HIE ORI L, 1983 B b7 74 The existence of mural paintings at the Kitora tomb came to light
N 2 T — T2k B A TR S LR A ATV 2 in 1983 when a fiberscope inspection confirmed an image of Genbu

drawn on the back wall of the chamber. Subsequently, through investi-

CLEDHERINIZ LT, ZOHFEDNHELNERY gations with a miniature camera in 1998 and a digital camera in 2001,
FL72e 208, 19984ED/NI A A S 12X BHA L images drawn of the Four Directional Deities (Seiryt, Suzaku, Byakko,
WOLLED TS & L A T 1=k 2 AT, I (6. Genbuy), a celestial chart, the sun, the moon, and the Tiger of the East-

ern Zodiac became clear. In the ensuing excavation and work to re-

N AR AT YN AN N N - T move the murals, Zodiac figures of the Boar, Rat, Ox, Horse, and Do
K, AR X), KX, H% A% +250 he murals, Zodiac figures of th d Dog
RPN TND I EDBHESMIILE F L7 BIIBS were newly discovered. In particular, that the Suzaku image, which had

T T L 2SS A ML Y Sh L OB b 71— been lost at the Takamatsuzuka tomb, had survived became a major

news topic. However, the plaster on which the murals were drawn was

XOZ, Fv T B EDIBEOR S TWET, SR separating from the underlying stone, and was clearly ready to give way
WETIEIEDLNTLE > TV RRENK-> T2 & at any time. As it was also shortly after the Great Hanshin earthquake,

e e . there was a heightened sense of crisis that these murals might collapse
BRFICRSZaEL 2D E L7z L Ly BEE 7 and be completely lost the next time a major earthquake occurred.

NT-BESAM DS N20, SICHHELED In order to save the Kitora tomb murals from the danger of such
CHLIELHELIILY T L7, SR i a collapse, it was decided in 2004 to remove them together with the

plaster layer from the chamber stones. The number of mural fragments

(B REEH) DEBE V) ZEdHD. RITKE peeled off from within the chamber one after another from 2004 to
HHESEX B INSOBEIZNE L ThbR 2010 reached a total of 1,143 items. After these mural fragments were

. - R . I, . cleaned, they were reassembled on each of the wall surfaces, assuming
TLEIOTEED L) a3 ) F L7z their original shape once again after a span of 12 years.
20044F, % b Z B OREW & 2 O O LD H In September 2016, having finished their restoration the Kitora

IR, BEMAERB I A2 SEY AN 2k Ak tomb mtur?ltshwere pltaa.:dl ill1) a.lfa.cility (g?rttlllc bcol};er:}zliti%tandtmarll)—
. PR R ) . agement of these materials built immediately beside the Kitora tomb,
ESNTOTT o 20044225 20104 2T MRA=N where public viewings are held four times yearly. Entrusted by the
PHHAETESNBEMF X143/ I ED TS, b Agency for Cultural Affairs, the Institute mans this facility with its
OREI L 2 ) — = 3 7 S FR D RETT & & 12 PR R st'aff'on a regular basis, not only providing cooperation in the public
. R viewing of the murals, but through the management and upkeep of
SNL2HEL V) KAE P OTORBICHA ST L7, the facility and the analysis and investigation of the murals, engaging
201649 A, BHOK T L2 b I 3EEEm X, F as well in the utilization and public access of these materials together
OO CBICRT O [F b ihemipegy i Kitora tomb asa whole
. L - N It is hoped that visitors to Nara will extend their trip to Asuka as
BRSO S, FEARO—FBARPBI kb well, and view the Kitora tomb murals that have become a National
NCWET. RESLHIFETIL. LT ho0FE  Treasue.
25T AP ORAFER I HEL L, BEW o
— MBI 72T TR L UK BRI O
MEFFEE P, BEM O BT AEZ & ONTF b 7l e —1k
Lol AREFEHIZYMATVE T,
ZRIZBELOIDICIZECOHHET TREEIZL
TWREE, WEEZo7% b7 HEOREE Z5

e E BT,

F MSHIEEE [RE] F NSHIEEE [RXE

Kitora tomb mural, Suzaku image Kitora tomb mural, celestial chart
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BERELE Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site

@ﬁ?@ﬂ Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site
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£3X Chronological Table

Period

U]
2
>
0
<

(A

538 588 589 592 593 603 604 606 607 618 630 641 645 646 663 670 673 676 681 689 690 694 701 708

Wado Kaichin (bronze coin) issued. Relocation of the Capital to Nara is decided
REESPRCONR HEHRYKS0

Taiho code put into effect

KH#FRER N

Fujiwara becomes the capital of Japan

ISR L KRG Y R fo

Empress Zetienwuhou of Tang enthroned

il @K B ITREE o e

AsukaKiyomihara Code enacted

RIEFEIRF Y ER N

Compilation of the Ritsuryd legal code and official istoric chronicles begins
P UHEH S By ORI

Silla unifies the Korean peninsula
RERHHHERE | e

Emperor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyomihara palace

HE S L #E 0 W HKiE K IH R RR R & I KV & i o o
First census register compiled

BOQMILER (HKE-HER) WOV

United force of Japan and Paekche loses to the Tang army at Hakusonkd
M - HOACEqO DR 0HlL &<

Taika Reform declared

KIB RSN HP

Prince Nakano Oe assassinates Soga no Iruka
FKRHMNORER<ERER D0 (NDSK)
Construction of Yamadadera temple begins
JHEIN O v oSN

First delegation sent toTang China

iR — O] © H {4 1 4

Tang Dynasty defeats Sui

HI R R Y R HS fon

Ono no Imoko sent to Sui China; construction of Horyuji temple begins
SEHEMNRELENDR  HEIPYOVORSN
Sakatadera temple erected

EHEirY OV

Seventeen Article Constitution promulgated

LG iR INFIEEN G

Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace

SMHEBMZ OO

Prince Umayado (Prince Shotoku) oversees politics

ENLH (BHEEKMN) REZEY RN

Empress Suiko enthroned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka

FHTH N = 80 I = i o

Sui Dynasty unifies China

ML HFHNE | ore

Construction of the Hokoji temple (Asukadera) begins

HEH GRIEH) ¥ OvoR{e

Buddhism introduced from Peakche, Korea

MR OIRREQN

Historic memorial (year of birth/death)

EAY (£5%)

W#H KL E (643) Prince YamashionoOe

BHEA

B S F (-626) Soga no Umako

¥ EBSF B (-587) Mononobe no Moriya
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EZBHEX  Heian Period

ie)
o
-
o
o

Nara

K

710 712 720 724 729 737 740 741 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794 809 824 864

Abandoned Nara capital reverts to rice paddies by this time

NS NNEROR SR C VXA 0

Retired Emperor Heizei dies

FEKHKIHRRH o

Retired Emperor Heizei moves to the Nara palace

BFEK-HKIHRE- BR8N

Capital moves to Heian

BHI DR L R Y R fon

Capital moves to Nagaoka

=R AR Y oY

An Lushan's rebellion breaks out in Tang

H K IE TSR HNe

Yobai Palace completed

REMRIRR e

Priest Dokyo falls from power

WIFRKE 00

Fujiwara no Nakamaro's rebellion occurs; production of one million miniature pagodas started
BIREEIISR" MR Vv ORI

Yord code put into effect; Tachibana no Naramaro's uprising occurs; Nara palace remodeled
JeN# BT BRI HFRHSRE

Priest Jianzhen (Ganjin) arrives from Tang

2 OSEICR HK M o e

Consecration held of the newly made colossal Buddha figure at Todaiji temple
KKV KISEEEI RO OLR

Capital returns to Nara

YRR PV

Capital moves to Naniwa

BRRIRYREAIN

Shigaraki Palace erected

BRI PIIY O v N

Government orders the erection of provincial temples
HRHr S #IH WK1

Fujiwara no Hirotsugu's rebellion takes place. Capital moves to Kuni
EiESHEBIIR HKUKRLREN® D

Smallpox epidemic breaks out; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimarg,etc.) die
KEEKKE  EIRERIEN O Y RRRR e

Prince Nagaya forced to commit suicide on suspicion of treason

WX I HH © K40 I ne

Emperor Shomu enthroned

mEKIREE e

Nihon Shoki [Chronicle of Japan] compiled

MKHITE RIRER o e

Kojiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed; Emperor Xuansong of Tang enthroned
R RIREe  #IVNIKINEREE o e

Capital moves to Nara

R IJEE NG
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Heijo Area
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Institute Headquarters

630-8577 ZREZRM_XEI_THO9E1S
MAREHES HOF5R Tel.0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
EEHEEER Tel.0742-30-6753 Fax.0742-30-6750
HRZIEE  Tel.0742-30-6737 Fax.0742-30-6730
EFEREE MLEES EEtitry—
Tel.0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
ERIMRIEAEE CFHitX) Tel.0742-30-6832 Fax.0742-30-6830
2-9-1, Nijo-cho, Nara City,Nara Prefecture 630-8577 Japan

h—L~X— https://www.nabunken.go.jp

Asuka / Fujiwara Area
-—
ERIFEAE
HEED
o © (7= BEHK)
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HMFERERES (RS - BERERHX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0025 FRREEERMALZAR94-1

Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6390

94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara City,Nara Prefecture 634-0025 Japan

Asuka Historical Museum
634-0102 ERESMEAEHEMEILG0]1

Tel.0744-54-3561 / Fax.0744-54-3563

601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

h—L~RX— https://www.nabunken.go.jp/asuka/
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Cambodia: Western Prasat Top, Angkor Site Group

At Western Prasat Top, where the Institute has
been carrying out investigations and restoration
work, at present restoration is being conducted on
the central shrine. Upon dismantling the sandstone
used as the outer dressing material for the central
shrine, on the interior a podium comprised of later-
ite as the material was newly discovered (at center in
the photo).

Based on this investigation, it became clear that
the laterite podium was built first, after which a sand-
stone podium was added by entirely covering over
the laterite structure.

In December 2019 a commemoration was held
for 25th anniversary of the Institute’s Cambodian
project. Investigations and research are planned to
continue in the future as well, for the preservation of
the Angkor site.

The photo was taken of Western Prasat Top from
the northeast.
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