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Otomeiri Site

Otomeiri site is situated in the east of Yachiyodai in Yachiyo city in Chiba Prefecture.
The site was formed in the early period of the Jomon Age, about 3000 B.C.. It has some
pitfalls for catching wild boars, deer.

The georgraphical surroundings around the site are much suited for human life for a
short periods of time.The plateau is higher than the valleys by30 meters andis surrounded
by valleys from three directions. There are also springs along the skirts of the plateau.
The plateau where ancient people dwelled has much sunshine and the wind blows thr-
ough the trees, and it is well drained and commands a fine view.

Some plateaus with the same georgraphical conditions are distributed around the site.
Though they are situated away from seashores and lakes, they comparatively well supply
human life with vegetable and animal foods. However they could not supply food to large

numbers of people for several years. Perhaps groups of twentie could barely live for a

year or two. Because the excavati on did not reveal any mark of dwellings the ancient peo-

ple who made the pitfalls, we cannot say how many people lived in this site. Also, we can-
not find any site of dwellings except the four pitfalls which lie scattered there, we cannot
assert whether the purpose of the pitfalls was to catch game or to prevent animals from

entering their area.

What kind of animals would be caught by the pitfalls? Because the bones of animals and

their fragments were not found in each pitfall, they are only to be inferred. They are
thought to be wild boars in view of the topographical conditions and the form of the
pitfalls.

The pitfalls No .2 and No .4 are near the slope of the plateau toward the valley. The

size, the depth and the form of them would be decided by the figures of the wild boars. On

the whole four pitfalls have at the upper part long axes of 190-240 cm, short axes of
110-180cm, and at the lower part long axes of 70-190cm, short axes of 25-80cm, and the
depths of 160-300cm. The plane surfaces of the pit are elliptic. If a wild boar fell into one
of the pitfalls, he would be caught in the narrower middle, his legs not reaching to the bot-
tom, he would be in able to act violently. The reason being that the middle of it is formed
to become narrower than the upper part of it.

The people of the Jomon Age lived by hunting, fishing, and gathering foods. The people
in Otomeiri site lived by gathering vegetable foods and hunting wild animals. They must
have been taught the habit of wild animals from childhood, and they would know them
well.

Let’s learn the habit of a wild boar. A wild boar lives in the woods, he comes down to a
swamp, eats swamp-crabs and soaks his hot body. He sleeps in the bush in the daytime
and he is active at night. A wild boar is very careful and sensitive to colors, sounds and
smells. For example, he hides himself should at the slightest hibernates smell of man
come from the wind. He from summer to the beginning of autumn. The place is usually a
bush near a mountain peak. He digs the flat ground in the form of rectangle, spreads
fallen leaves and withered grass on the floor and covers it with a kind of a long torreya as
it the ceiling.

Wild boars have supplied rich protein with Japaneses from 7000 B.C. to the present
age. The long history between wild boars and human beings is told in the Japanese
literatures or folklores.

Toshihiko Seki

Megumi Akama
Junko Hiwada
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