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Summary

Kamezaku site is located the east suburb of Hitachiota city, N36° 31" 41”7 , E140° 33" 59” in
Hitachiota city, Ibaraki Prefecture. It is situated on the upper sandy gravel terraces between the
Kamezaku and Ohsawa rivers and its altitude is over 40m.

This site is known as large settlements of Jomon period, Yayoi period, Kofun period, Nara to
Heian period archaeological remains and has large territory.

At this site, first excavation was conducted by a contractor or surveyor: a private company,
Tokyo air and survey in Saitama Prefecture and Hitachiota city board of education has performed
appropriate direction, coaching, and supervision to them in 2018 to 2019. It was concerned about
the improvement work of Hitachiota city road and total excavation area is about 460.89n1 .

In this excavation, we were found that each of settlement remains were placed during Jomon
period, Kofun period, Nara to Heian period. In Jomon period, a pit was found in the excavation
area. Unearthed relics were the early to late Jomon potteries: Okitus type, Goryogadai type, Sori
type, Horinouchi type, Kasori B type were found.

In Kofun periods, 42 house pits, a ditch, a pit, 7 pillar holes and 3 remains having unclear
functions were found in the excavation area. Unearthed relics were Haji potteries: shallow bowls,
bowls, one-legged tries, pots, bowls, jars, a lid, Sueki potteries: jars, pots, lids, clay artifacts:
supporting legs for Kamado-Farnese, clay blocks, ironware: an iron arrowhead, knives, slags,
stone tools: a spinning wheel made from talc, grinding stones, hammerstones, pedestals, choppers,
supporting legs for Kamado-Farnese, Kamado-Farnese constructing materials made from
mudstone, late Yayoi potteries: Jyuohdai type, gravels.

In Nara to Heian period, 15 house pits, a ditch, a pit, two remains having unclear functions
were found in the excavation area. Unearthed relics were Haji potteries: shallow bowls, bowls,
pots, steamers, Sueki potteries: shallow bowls, pots, lids, clay artifacts, a spinning wheel, a ringed
earring, iron wares: an arrow head, a knife, middle Jomon potteries, stone tools: grinding stones,
hammerstones, pedestals, gravels. Most of remains were placed during Heian period: 9th century.

The remains of the time unknown, 9 house pits, a well, 9 pits, 3 pillar holes, 3 remains having
unclear functions were found in the excavation area.

Based on this excavation, were suggested that this excavation area have begun to use from
early Jomon period to late Yayol periods for settlements but house pits no found particular
evidence. Only one pit was found and some early to late Jomon potteries and late Yayoi potteries
were found in the layer depositions of remains in the later periods.

In Kofun period, this excavation area has begun to use for settlements and found house pits
and pits. The number of house pits increased gradually in early to late Kofun periods.

In Nara period, the number of house pits were less than the number of them in late Kofun
period in this area. As the reason for moving, the rulers and political and economic system were

changed during this period.
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In Heian period, the number of house pits were more than the number of them in Nara period
in this area. It is supposed that the increase in the number of them was occurred establishment
of Ritsuryo system.

From above, it can be pointed out that this excavation area was mainly used for settlements
continuously from Kofun period to Heian period. And Kamezaku site is one of the most important

site for our understanding of human life during those periods.

Translated by Morohoshi Ryoichi: Tokyo Air and Survey Co., Ltd. Department of Cultural

Properties.
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