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On the Human Skeletons Excavated at the Okinoharu Site

of Amakusa-gun, Kumamoto Prefecture

Yoshiatsu NAITO

Second Department of Anatomy, Nagasaki University School of Medicine

In the fourth excavation carried out in summer of year 1973, twenty-seven human
skeletal remains were taken from the Okinoharu site in Amakusashimojima. Among
the collected human skeletons, eleven individuals can be definitely to Late and Later
Jomon periods and sixteen to Early Yayoi period.

Most of the skeletons excavated were found in a flexed position and were lying on
their backs. The bones were not in a good condition of preservation. The author,
however, was interested in these materials, because the two skeleton groups of Jomon
and Yayoi were discovered from the same site.

The characteristics of these skeletons can be summarized as follows :

1) In regard to the skulls of Jomon people, the cranial dimensions are generally
large, and they are mesocephalic or brachycephalic in both sexes.

As compared to the Yayoi people, the Jomon people are about the same in cranial
dimensions and cephalic index in both sexes.

2) The facial skulls of Jomon people are more or less small in proportion to the
cranial skulls.

The facial measurements of them are broad in transverse dimensions and are short
in total and superior facial height in both sexes. Consequently, their total facial index
and superior facial index are small.

The facial skulls of Yayoi people were found in bad comdition of preservation,
making observation almost impossible.

3) There are four examples of ritual tooth-extraction in Jomon skulls.

4) One example of aural exostosis in both sides are found in skull of Jomon an
adult male. ' ‘

5) The humeri of the Jomon people, in both sexes, are remarkably stick and stout,
but their lengths are relatively short. Consequently, the caliber index of Jomon people
are considerably large. ‘ '

As to male, the humeri of the Jomon people are similar to those of the Yayoi
people in circumference and length.

In female, the humeri of Yayoi people are fairly slender. In caliber index, the
Yayoi people are smaller than the Jomon people and even modern Japanese.

6) The femurs of the Jomon people are very flat at the upper part of their shafts,
and marked in their pilasters in both sexes.

The tibias are notable for their flatness and marked in the developed creast on their
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posterior surface in both sexes.

The Yayoi people, in both sexes, are slightly smaller than Jomon people in platy-
metric index and pilaster index.
~7) The maximum length of the femurs, as determined by Pearson’s method,
suggests that the Yayoi male must have averaged 159.5 cm. in height and the females
152.6 cm., 148.7 cm. and 145.8 cm. respectively.

8) The second lumbar vertebra of Yayoi skeleton of an adult male was penetrated
by an arrow head coming from a right lateral direction. There are no any bony
reaction around the wound. It suggests that the death followed soon after he was
inured.
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