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Summary

The archaeological site of Minamisurigahama is located at the southern most tip of Kyushu
island. The site is located on the edge of an alluvial fan formed by volcanic activities which
stretches from the hills to the shore. This site is located only 50 meters from the seashore.

This site was discovered in 1964 during the construction of the ‘Shusuien’ hotel. Since then
many relics have been collected at this site. From the last excavation we found three graves
which were made by simply digging into the earth, from this we know that this site was
an area for graves during the Kofun age.

The first grave was about 187+ @ cmin length and about 71+ @ cm wide. The second grave’s
length was 117+ @ cm and it’s width was a approximately 70+ @ cm, and the third of the
grave was 167+ acmlong and 92+ @ cm wide. We could not find human bone remains but we
were able to tell from the sizes that the first and third graves were made for adults and
that the second grave was that of a child.

In the third grave an iron dagger was found.

From these discoveries we recognized that this site had some relationship to Kofun-—age
© village at Hashimuregawa — site.

All of the other excavation unearthed relics from Jomon Banki Age. Therefore, we concluded
that this site consisted of layers from 2 diffrent ages.

(original: Satoru SHIMOYAMA
proofreading: Elizabeth A. PEOPALL)
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