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<SUMMARY >

The archaeological site of Minamisurigahama is located at southern most tip of Kyushu island.

The site is located on the edge of an alluvial fan formed by volcanic activity which stretches from
the hills to the shore. This site is located only 50 meters from the seashore.

From the last excavation we found two layers containing relics. They belonged to the Kofun-age and
the last stage of the Jomon-age (about B.C. 800~B.C. 400). We found eight pits of pottery originating
from the Kofun-age in the within layer and in the 12th layer we found pottery and stone tools dating
from the end of the Jomon period.

An especially important find was uncoverd-a piese of pottery belonging to the “Ushuku Joso type”.
This type of pottery existed throught the southwest islands. The discovery of this pottery at
Minamisurigahama is the first such case in Kyushu island and is the furthest North such a discovery has
been made.

We obtained some stone instruments which were used as weights for fishing nets, as well as arrow
heads and stone axes estimated to be from the last stages of the Jomon era. From this we believe that the

ancient people who occupied this site engaged in fishing, hunting and perhaps small scale agriculture.

Kyushu—Island

okara—Island

Ushuku Joso Type

Amami— Islan'a

& Okina\;va‘lsland

B The rarge of the Ushuku Joso type pottaries
(Original: Satoru SHIMOYAMA, Proofreading: Elizabeth A PEOPALL)
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