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Takashima Underwater Site X
-4th Report of Cultural Asset Survey at Kozaki Harbor-
by
Kyushu and Okinawa Society for Underwater Archaeology
Takashima-cho Board of Education
2004

The survey was taken place for a small-scale excavation to understand in detail the
vessels of Mongol fleet and their cargo at Kozaki Harbor on July 19 through August 6,
2003. The excavation was carried out at seven small grids west of the area where was
excavated last year; these grids are situated in the grid 8AA surrounded by W50-60 and
N30-40, which is just west of the grid 8 A where the Mongolian-Invasion related artifacts
were found in large quantities by the rescuer excavations of 2001 and 2002 seasons, and the
excavated grids of the 2003 season were enclosed by W51-W56.5 and N37-N40, and 15.5
square meters were excavated.

Forty-eight artifacts have been found in six grids of the excavated area: four timbers
in the grid 1A, six timbers, two metal objects, a piece of bone, one brick, and a piece of
Chinese ware in the grid 1B, one timber, one brick, and a piece of cloth in the grid 2B,
twenty-six artifacts unearthed in the grid 1C: twenty timbers, a piece of bone, one brick,
two metal objects, and two pieces of Chinese wares, two pieces of ropes and one timber in
the grid 2C, two timbers in the grid 1D.

Among thirty-two timbers unearthed at the excavated area, only three specimens are
longer than 1.5 m, and the marks of carving can be seen on two specimens out of three.
No. 8 timber is most likely to belong to part of a vessel; this timber has a rectangular-
shaped niche like "l measuring 25 cm wide and 8-8.5 cm deep, and No.50 iron object in the
shape of a very thin and narrow sheet with four small nail holes was found north closely
to the niche. Moreover, two specimens out of all timbers unearthed, such as No.16 and
No.17 timbers have been survived by a small portion of the original size with a diagonal-
cut end. They seem to be parts of the planks of a small vessel, and they have been
connected together by iron nails. The iron nails, however, were completely lost away, and
the nail holes were left in the timbers.

It is the first time to have such the specimens of the timbers that have been unearthed
in the Takashima Underwater Site, and we have understood how two diagonal-cut ends

of the planks can firmly be connected.
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