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Shiva-Jo-castle was
lbui It about 1200 years ago.
[Srivia-Jo- castle was buit in the yoar 803 by Tamura-
moto Saanoue and the imgeral courtin Kyoto. Shiwa-
LJo-castia was th on of The onsaku palace (s typo of
ihe govarment of fco) in northeastorn Tohoku cistict
Several dchsak calace were bull n Tahou
g the Aneient and Classical Jogar (Asuka, Nara and early
Hoian paricd) {7c-0c). Thosa famovs paacas nclido Ta-
o (bt n 7242, Holta-no=Saka (bl in about
ol (Al 802, Touian-Jo-cas
abous €1 L.and Shiwa-.
T Cioson ot e el s ot g
central goverrmant at
that time, made a toritary
loxpancion goley 1d tried
1o advanea to this regicn.
Fawaver, contict began
lootween tha government
and tho Emish pecale who
Inhabited the region. Ther
leantct /astad from 774
ta 811, and becarme
Jnoyin as “the 38 yaars

r
[Shiwa -Jo-castle was es-
tablizhed during period a5
tha center of mittary af-

fars and admtration.

Shiwa-Jo-castle was cemer of nilitary
affairs and administra

Shwa-Jo-castlo wuumnrcn'ld!ynwdbmm moat
and a Tsuiibel wal, which constructed with numerous thn
stampud layers of eartn. Each side of th Tauibei wal
vras 840 moters long. and the moat was 930 meters long.
4 gate was buit n the micdlo of each sids, and turrets
were buil at C melers intervals, The Saulh gate was the
most important of &l te gatas and was a symbol of Shi-
wa-Jo-Gasil

The Seche, the gavernmenl office area made o the cen
tor of Shiwa-Jo-castia It was ! 50 matars squared, and
it was surrundod by a Tuisoei wal i all sdes. Tha Sed-
i hall was,tha contor of The Seicho and was
the most mportant budng n Shiwa-Ja-castle

A variaty of buid g for admimstrative wark surrcunded
t dwelings fned the inside of the Tau el wat to soldi-

0. An sston shing 4000 offcials and soliers |ved
od witin Shiea- Jo-castl:

N e ey

Shiwa-Jo-cast le has reopened for
nodern-day visitors.
Shita-Jo-castlo was handled miitary altairs a5 the 3
mitisiration center of tha northern Toncku Distict
But. 1t sufferec flood damage , and the palsco was no
loniger used. Allknowledge of the logalicn of Stiwa-Jo-
aantle was lost, unti t faaly disoovered by ressarchars in
Showa §1(1978)
Tha rustoration of Shiwa-Jo-caste to 1= former state
1200 years aga . began in Horsoi 5(1993) and i Gont-
g, Restaaton of 1 suth gleud s st

oa has been completed. The gavernment buking thal
wios xihad i te of L i 0 B sarntod
n raisoi 2202010
The restored South Gale is 15 motars wds ,ard 11.1
moters igh. Tha fullrestoration of the sauth gate i siri-
far in so3e to that of the Suzakumen-Gate of Heilyo-kyo|
palace i Nara (the canital of Japan 1 the Nar per od
(710-794)
The Taujbei wal leadng to both sidos af the gate are
made of layers of compressed soi Le height of 45 me
ters. Only 252 moters of Tauiial wal have beon ra
stored, but (L s the rostored wal 1 Jaan
The turrats mado of chesinat and Hba wocd havo also
been restored. The turets . which stradkle she Tsul o
vial, are .96 maters high

"Wa hopa that visitors of rastorod Shiwa-Jo-castle wil ba
able 1o gt b sonce of what the amazing and impartant
place ws ke in its early days
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