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Summary

Uchibori sites are located in the east suburb of Maebashi City (N36°23, E139°03), Gunma
Prefecture. They are situated on a hill of the Jonan district of central of the southern foothill
of Mt.Akagi. They were excavated by the Maebashi City Board of Education from 1987 to
1996.

At Uchibori site, there are six excavaition districts.The results of excavation are as bellows.
1. District A

Five pieces of Jomon pottery were found some layers but cultural layer was not found. About
three pieces of Jomon pottery, a piece of pottery attributed to early Jomon period, a piece of
pottery attributed to middle Jomon period, and another attributed to late Jomon period.

2. District B

At District B, five house, a pit, three ditches and ground fissures were found. Found
potteries from these house pits attributed to early Kofun period and late Kofun period. Except
for gorund fissures, other remains attributed to same period too. It assumed that ground
fissures were formed by earthquake in 818, Medieval period.

3. District C

At District C, a pit, a well, and a ditch were found and all of them attributed to no older
than Medieval period.
4. District D

At District D, a Tomb, it is called “Uchibori Ned kofun”, was investigated to conform its size
and form. The result of this survey is going to be detailed next resech report.
5. District E

A total of 339 lithic artifacts was found in two locations, location A and B. Both of locations
are apart from about 37 meter.

At location A, a total of 314 artifacts were found in loam, stratum VIIIa, between stratum
VI{Aira-Tanzawa tephra, about 22,000 to 25,000yr BP) and stratum VIIIb,(Ag-CLP, about
31,000 to 32,000 yr BP). The distribution of them had eight concentrations and some of them
were refitted each nodules, cores, blanks and so on between concentrations and within
concentrations.

Assemblage of row materials was obsidian, black shall, black andesite, coarse grain pyroxene
andesite, hornfels, schist, chert. Most of lithics were made of obsidian. It assumed that most
of them were come from Nagano prefecture, Wada pass and Gofukakusa and so on. They were

from at least about 100km to the west. Their total weight is 1,706.15g, and no other
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Paleolithic site in Gunma Prefecture has ever introduced much more the total weight of them
than Uchibori site.

The assemblage consists of knife-shaped tools(20), trapezoid tools(10),round scrapers(2), side
scrapers(9), end scrapers(4), notches(13), burins(2), wedge shaped tools(2), retouched
flakes(34), blades(2), flakes(155), chips(39), cores(12), and an axe shaped tool, partly ground
stone axes(2), a hammer stone. It is characteristic of Uchibori site that blanks of knife-shaped
tools were not derivered from blade technique but from unidirectional method or bidirectional
method or centripetal method of cores. It was assumed that these flake production techniques
may be indicated using a series of recurrent method of core reduction.

At location B, a total of 25 artifacts was found in almost same layers as location A.
Assemblage of row materials was black shall, black andesite, coarse grain pyroxene andesite,
alterated basalt. Most of artifacts mainly did not make of obsidian but of black andesite and
black shell, they derivered from local area within up to 50km radius from Uchibori site.

The assemblage consists of Knife-shaped tools (4), blades (6), flakes (8), and an axe shaped
tool, hammer stones (2), an anvil. It was contrasted with the assemblage and low materials
of loction A that lithic low materials of location B was not used obsidians but were used local
black andesite, black shell, and blanks of knife-shaped tools were obviously deriverd from
blade technique. It might be possibly to think that different groups were stayed at each loca-
tion after some time.

It is assumed that this assemblage is attributed to the First half of late Paleolithic, about
30,000 to 25,000yr BP and Gunma Prefecture’s Paleolithic chronological Phase 1.

Hitherto found obsidian stone tools in Gunma Prefecture were almost introduced to the site
as reduced cores, blanks, tools, blades and so on, either because obsidian might be imported
during extended trips from distant regions or because it might be obtained through exchange
with other groups.But most of obsidian in Uchibori site were almost directly imported as
nodules, tested nodules or cores at this site of central of the southern foothill of Mt.Akagi.

It might indicate that location A might be occupied one or more group(s) from Nagano
because of seasonal / annual mobility.

6. District F

At District F, a mudflow hill formed by sector collapse of Mt.Akagi was dug to confirm
andesite mines for collecting row materials of the stone chamber of and the covering stone of
kofun of kofun period.Traces of ten andesite mines were found but no evidence of collecting
andesite and remains were found.

(Translated by MOROHOSHI Ryoichi)
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