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Summary

1. Co-ordination of the Construction Projects
and the Prehistoric Sites.

In order to preclude careless destruction of a
prehistoric site, following two sorts of measures
are employed. SCRUTINY is applied to the less
extensive projects like piping or cabling. A Scru-
tineer is sent to the site of construction, and the
project is to be continued unless any feature or
quantity of artifacts are mentioned. TEST is ap-

plied to a project to construct a building or any

other facility which occupies a considerable space.

Surface soil of the perspective site is, either
partially or totally, removed to examine presence
absence of some feature and ~or artifacts. EX-
CAVATION is ensued when a feature or a quantity
of artifacts are mentioned on the process.

2 . Achievements in 1985.

Scrutiny has been applied to a single piping
site without encountering either an artifact or a
feature. Test have been applied to two sites. The
both sites are proved to have been heavily dis-
turbed to yield a meagre amount of artifacts.
Excavation have been applied to three perspective

sites: namely Department of Language Education,

Central Office of Botanical Garden, and Heredi-
tary Gene Experiment Center.

Small amounts of potsherds and flakes of ob-
sidian have been recovered i# Sifu at the former
two, but no feature has been mentioned. An ob-
long earthwork (3 x 2 m and 12~20cm in depth),
and a pit (70cm in diameter, and 23cm in depth)
has been recovered at Heridetary Gene Exper-
iment Center. All these artifacts are ascribed to
Satsumon Period, and the age of the features can
be dated to the same age as well.

3. Achievements in 1986.

Scrutiny has been applied at 12 sites (6 pip-
ing ~cabling, 2 transplanting efc.). No artifact ~
feature has been encountered. Excavations have
been applied to two perspective sites: namely
Magnetic Resonance Research Center (MRRC)
and Athletic Gymnasium.

At MRRC site, 5 heaps of ash have been
mentioned. Dimensions of these heaps range 30~
40cm on the longer axis, and 20 to 30cm on the
shorter.

One of the heaps overlies a pit which is of

40cm long, 20cm wide, and 50cm deep. Infill of the



pit contained sherds of a Satsumon Pottery, and
numerous charred bone fragments.

Eight renounced hearths have been exposed
at the site of Athletic Gymnasium. They are ag-
gregated in so narrow an area, that five out of
eight are confiscated within an area of 4.6m
by 2.7m. They are either circular or oval in sha-
pe, with a range of size from 60 to 70cm long,
40 to 60cm wide respectively. The cobbles ap-
plied to enclose the hearths are scarcely left in-
tact. Majority of them are removed to be scatter-
ed around the site (Fig.15). Infill of the hearths,
2~4cm thick, contain fragmented hammer stones,
flakes, and both floral and faunal remains which
are severely charred and fragmented.

Amount of the artifacts is very small: 6 pot-
tery vessels (Figs.16 - 17), 5 polished adzes (Fig.
21), 11 scrapers (Fig.22), and 7 hammer-stones
(Fig.22) , not to say of a chunk of flakes (main-
ly obsidian) . Despite of meagre amount of the
artifacts, it can be conceived that they are inter-
mittently accumulated on the site.

Distribution of the conjointed cobbles, appli-

ed to enclose the hearths, is clustered into three

seperate areas as to suggest seperate abolishment
(Fig.26) . Stylistic variation of the vessels seem
to fit with provenance of the cobbles. Although
all the vessels are ascribed to the latter half of
Kohoku C,,in Epi-jomon Period,vessels No.5:6
are segregated from No.4, on the manner of punc-
tuation and “or incision. It should be mentioned
that the vessel No.4, together with No.2, is less
decorative to indicate a slightly younger age.
These observations indicate that the site re-
flect a series of intermittent activities of a small
number of people. On a basis of stylistic variation
revealed on vessels, it is possible to infer at
least two intervals. Identification and analysis of
and faunal remains are expected to specify the
nature and mode of the activities. However, it is
possible to speculate, on a basis of topographic
nature of the site. It is quite that the greater
tract of the activities is related with exploitation

of aquatic resourcey. (Kensaku HAYASHI)
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