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The Sannobo Ruins

-— A Study of the Ruins of the Medieval

Hieino-Sanno Shrine in Tsugaru District —

Takashi Kato

The Hieino Shrine (B#ILE##) is one of the guardian shrines of the ancient Japan, whose
head shrine being located in Sakamoto, Otsu City, Shiga Prefecture up to the present.

Sannobo Ruins (ILFE5EF) are the ruins of the 14th-15th century Hieino Sanno Shrine excavated
in Sannozawa, Aiuchi-Village, Kita Tsugaru Gun, Aomori Prefecture.

Succeeding to late Dr. Prof. Ryoichi Furuta’s “A Study of Tosa Minato, Tsugaru District”
(1956), the present writer excavated this ruin from 1982 to 1986.

The ruins are said to have been built by the Ando family of Tsugaru (E&ZHK) , who was
appointed to be “Ezo Kanrei” (&%) by the Kamakura Shogunate and controlled all maritime
trades of the medieval Japan Sea. Moreover, according to the tradition, the headquarters of
the Ando family was located in this district. However, in this district was not found any
remarkable archaeological sites notwithstanging its many relic findings.

In this excavation, the writer found the huge ruins of Hieino-Sanno Shrines, burnt by the war
havoc in the 15th century.

There were excavated two groups of shrine ruins, bases, foundation stones, stone drains and
stone steps. The eastern group is bigger than the western one. Originally, the Hieino-Sanno
Shrine of Nakaminato, Otsu City, had a pair of shrines in its holy sanctuary.

The relics are pottery sheds produced in the medieval Japanese and Chinese (Sung Dynasty
—Ming Dynasty) kilns, gilt bronze wares, and stoneworks imported from central Japan.
These relics also show the medieval Japanese mixture of Buddhism and Shintoism. These ruin
relics remind us of the style of the central area of the medieval Japan and the international
colour of Eastern Asia.

The staffs of this excavation are Prof. Naokichi Niino, Akita University, Prof. Izumi
Sakata, Tohoku University, and the author, from the fields of literature, architecture and
archaeology respectively.

This paper treats the field of archaeology only.
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