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(SUMMARY?

The Toriyama archaeological site is located on the plateau Iwamoto in Ibusuki-city, on the
southern most tip of Kyusyu Island. The topographical features of Ibusuki-city were formed by
the volcanic activities of the Aira coldera, Kikai coldera, Ikeda coldera and Mt.Kaimon. The
base layer of the Toriyama site was formed about 24,000 years ago. Kikai coldera began
volcanic activity about 6,400 years ago, Ikeda coldera began volcanic activity about 5,500 years
ago. Mt.Kaimon began its first volcanic activity around 4,500 years ago.

In 1979, the Toriyama site was first excavated by the Board of Education of Kagoshima
Prefecture, so the Toriyama site was first discovered. After the overall prefectural soil
enrichment project was undertaken by Kagoshima. At the Toriyama site, layers of remains
inply the Paleolithic era, the Jomon age, the Kofun age, the Heian age and the Medieval Period.

In 1994, we excavated the Toriyama site means of 5 trenches improving on a gravel
road(branch line No6) we obtained the following results.

(1) We could not discover the layers of remains implying the Kofun age, the Heian age and the
Medieval Period. So, this means the layers of remains were destroyed by the machines, used in
the overall soil enrichment project.

(2) We could discovered some volcanic layers which came from the Aira coldera, Kikai coldera
and Ikeda coldera, in the trenches.

(3) We found some liquidification at trench No2. Liqudification is when a layer of the Earth
which includes sand and subterranean water is shaken by an earthquake, the water pressure in
this layer becomes too high, and the contents of the layer spout out of the dike which was
formed by the earthquake.

(4) We found two holes at trench No3. They belonged to an early stage of the Jomon age.

(5) We found a hole at the north wall of trench No5. It was dug from Nol6 layer, and it was
into Nol3 layer. We think hole is likely to be a trup, belonging to the Jomon age, because of it’s
depth.

(Original:Hiroaki Kamada, Proofreading: Trevor Fencott)
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