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<SUMMRY >

The stone embankment in Nitanda-river , built in 1843 , is still working.

Initially , the length of the embankment was about 2.7 km. Because of many rive improvements ,
however , it remains only about 490m long. It was destroyed in some parts , but we could
luckily observe the construction of the embankment from the state of the hroken point.

At the same time , new subjects came to light;

1.Where was stone supply ?
They might have needed more than 55,000 stone - bricks at the time. How , and where did
they get them ?
2.What is the meaning of the marks on the stone ?
Do the marks — for example “O" , “A” and “X” — mean the suply place , or
the group of craftsmen ?
3.What kind of relationship did it have with other stone structures ?
For exaxmple a Miyagahama port break water , Minatogawa-bridge and others were built
between 1843 and 1844. We may know the political and economic climate of Ibusuki
from the fact that other structures were built within the same short time span.
4.What kind of relationship did it have with the remains of Tonosamayu ?
The remains of Tonosamayu were moved to the front of the embankment in 1831
by Nariaki Shimazu who was the 27th feudal lord.
5.The wharf , photo No.11 , is lower than the other parts , and have a curved surface.
We should settle the matters of inner construction , incidental facilities , and the reason

why the wharf was set on the opposite bank to Tonosamayu.

We lost some part of the valuable embankment this time. But it becomes more and more
valuable as one of the few remains of the Edo era. We have to get public to understand that
the embankment is a cultural asset , and we must also make good use of it. For these

reasons , we have hurry to solve these promlems.

Original : Tetsuya Watanabe
Translation : Kotaro Nakama

Proofreading : Trevor Fencott
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