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SUMMARY

Shikiryo-archeaological site is located in Ibusuki City on the southern most tip of Kyusyu.
The first excavation of this site by Ibusuki Board of Education began in 1995. We found rice
fields that had been buried by the 874 A.D. eruption of Mt. Kaimondake in this excavation.
With the rebuilding of public housing, we had to excavate on 1,132m’ on this site. We
reconfirmed our data, and also discovered some new information about the size of the ridge,
the area of one rice field, how to the rice field was made, and so on. In addtion, We found
some ruins of shacks and of many pottery bowls, which had Chinese characters. The
fragments of ink stone were from the Nara period to the Heian period. This evidence suggest
the exeistence of some public facilities in this place. We found a part of the village from two
periods, 2 dwelling pits from the Kofun period and I dwelling pit from the Yayoi period. One
dwelling pit from the Kofun period was possibly burned down because we found many timbers
which were carbonized. The dwelling pit from Yayoi period is the 3rd discovery in the Satuma
peninsula. Therefore, The Shikiryo-archeaological site is considered an important site in which
we can understand the change of life style from the Yayoi period to the Heian period.

(original Tetsuya Watanabe, proof-reading Basalaj Nikolai Piper)
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