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English Summary



An Excavation Report
on the Ogawadai Mounded Tomb Group

Hikari-machi, Sosa county, Chiba Prefecture

This is an excavation report on five mounded tombs, located in Ogawadai, Hikari-
machi, Sosa county, Chiba prefecture. The topography of north Chiba Prefecture
consists of pleistocene terraces drained by a complex run-off system ; forming a small
scale alluvial areas. Ogawadai is located on a terrace in the north-eastern part of
Chiba close to the Pacific coast. To the west of this site the Ogawadai mounded tomb
group, is the Kuriyama river which forms an alluvial plain and which flows into the
Pacific Ocean. This alluvial plain is presumably the main cultivated area of the people
who made these tombs.

There are about twenty tombs—the Ogawadai mounded tomb group. Five tombs
were excavated on July, 1975. These tombs nos.1 to 5. Excavation was carried out
under the supervision of the following; Hiroshi Takiguchi, a professor of Waseda
University, the Director of the excavation; Tokuei Hamana, Chief Curator of the
Shibayama Haniwa Museum, was the Vice-director, and supervisors were Shigetsugu
Sugivama of the Institute for Japanese Culture and Classics Kokugakuin University ;
and Takashi Kamiyama, the Curator of the Shibayama Haniwa Museum.

Three of the five excavated tomhbs have since been distroved. They are no.2 a
round mounded tomb; no.3 a keyvhole-shaped mounded tomb; and no.4 a square-
mounded tomb. A Swue vessel and several remnants of iron implements were salvaged
from tomb no.4. These artifacts indicate that this tomb was the latest of the tombs
in the Ogawadai mounded tomb group.

Tomb no.1 was vertually untouched. It had a moat, and a mound that was 3.5
m. high and 26m. in diameter. There were three burial pits at the top of the mound.
From burial pit no. 1: 1—iron sword ; 1—halberd ; 1—iron knife ; 2—iron arrowheads;
10—perforated disks and 32—beads were found. Pit. no. 2 yielded 1—iron sword and
2—iron arrowheads. Two iron swords; 1—iron axe and 3 arrowheads were recovered
from pit no. 3. Organic remains were not found in these pits. A Haji pot and a
bowl and 151 beads were found elsewhere on this tomb. This tomb no. 1 is considered
to have been constructed durin the 5th century.
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English Summary

Tomb no. 5; another well-preserved keyhole-shayed mounded tomb has its round
part in the east, and its square part in the west. The tomb has a total length of 33m.
and has a surrounding moat. A burial pit presumably with a wooden coffin was found
on the top of the round mound of this tomb. From this burial pit came; 5—Japanese
type swords; 1—knife; a mass of tarnished iron arrowheads; l1—agate magatama,
5l—glass beads; and a pair of stirrup (Tsuboabumi) chains. A large quantity of
Haniwa were found on the northern slope of this tomb. These Haniwa were perhaps
symbolic of the funeral procession. The procession began with a group of animals,
(for example, a three year old deer, a seagull and chickens); followed by a man on
foot leading a horse by the reins. Four ornamented horses; fully dressed men and
women ; and a woman with a jar on her head followed in this order. The procession
seemed end in house shaped Haniwa. A considerable amount of broken cylindrical
haniwa were also excavated. This area including the famed Tonozuka and Himezuka
sites, is particulary rich in haniwa. Judging from their characteristics, these haniwa
are datable to the late 6th century.

Of the 20, mid-5th to 8th centuries mounded tombs comprising the Ogawadai
mounded tomb group are five large ones. These large mounded tombs seem to be
the main tombs of this site. Tomb no.1 is round; no. 5, 6 and 15 are keyhole-
shaped ; and the last is round.

The country name of this area ‘ Sdsa’ was once pronounced ‘ Safusa’. The ‘ fusa’ of
which may ofiginate from the ‘ Kamitsufusa’ and ‘ Shimotsufusa’s fusa’. This indicates
that the region once was a part of the old ‘ Fusa’ country. According to old documents,
this Safusa country had an Imperially appointed bureaucratic head of the country,
(Shimotsu Unagami no kuni no Miyatsuko). The residence and tomb of this Miyatsuko
family has not been found yet. This Ogawadai mounded tomb group is considered to
have been under the Miyatsuko family’s jurisdiction ; and may be the burial place of
the relatives of this family. (March, 1975 Shigetsugu Sugiyama)
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