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Decorated Motifs of the TSUKABOUZU
The prefabricated, house-style, stone coffin found in the TsukaBouzu Keyhole-shaped Barrow has the decora-
tive motifs, such as triangles, diamonds and circles, painted in red and white.
These decorated barrows are widely distributed in Kumamoto Prefecture, concentrated particularly in the
Kikuchi River Valley.

Design feature, include coloration, engraved lines and curved reliefs, and the motifs are geometric patterns
such as circles and triangles, depictions of boats, horses, human figures and weapons.

Decorated barrows such as these are most valuable in studying ancient thought or religion as well as the
ancient arts of Japan.
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TSUKABOUZU Keyhole-shaped Barrow

The TsukaBouzu Keyhole-shaped Barrow, located in the middle of the Kikuchi River Valley is one of the
Seibaru Barrows, together with the Eta-Funayama Keyhole-shaped Barrow, the Kokunzou-zuka Keyhole-
shaped Barrow and the Kyouzuka Barrow.
This barrow was reconstructed in 1993 following archaeological excavations, The interior of this barrow has
a corridor-style stone chamber in the middle of the rear mound. The prefabricated, house-style, stone coffin
with the decorated motifs is placed in this chamber room.

The artifacts from this chamber room include a bronze mirror, an iron sword, iron arrow heads, iron knives,
horse trappings, earings of gold or silver and glass beads, and Sue pottery and Haniwas from its moat.
The barrow was probably constructed in the 6th century. The protective cover has been made for conserva-
tion purpose, in order to regulate the temperature and humidity.
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