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Summary

Sites in Setouchi 2: Survey on the Distribution of Military Facilities

Within Setouchi there are many historically significant former military facilities. These sites
are not only important to the people of Setouchi, but also various individuals and organizations

interested in historical preservation.

It is important to recognize the historical and cultural value of these facilities and similar areas.
The Agency for Cultural Affairs partially revised the “Designation Criteria for Special Historic
Sites, Places of Scenic Beauty and Natural Monuments, and Historic Sites” to include those
areas affected by war. The period of consideration was also changed to until the end of World
War Two. As a result, in 1996 the Atomic Bomb Dome in Hiroshima was designated as a historic
site, a designation, which led to its registration as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. This action
reflects the interest and the importance the world has for sites related to periods of war; these

areas are viewed as culturally significant and in need of preservation.

The Setouchi Board of Education (BOE) conducted a survey on the distribution of former
military sites within the town borders between the financial years (FY) of 2014 and 2016 with
assistance from national treasury, which was granted by the Agency for Cultural Affairs of
Japan. The survey located two hundred and six military structures of cultural and historical
importance. However, there are still many more important areas to be found, so the BOE is

committed to continuing its survey of Setouchi.

The BOE'S primary focus was on photography and marking the location of military facilities
with GPS. In addition, drawings were created for some remains such as batteries to record the
current conditions of certain areas. In some cases, due to safety concerns, the interiors of some
buildings or structures were not explored in the survey. When artifacts were discovered, they

were carefully collected and marked according to their location.

The BOE's survey focused on the two hundred and five military facilities, and these areas and

structures were given five different classifications based on the time they were built.
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Stage 1! Before the Formation of the Amami Oshima Island Fortress

Stage 2: After the construction of the Amami Oshima Island Fortress and Before the
Beginning of World War Two

Stage 3: After the Start of World War Two until the Imperial Japanese Army Held Its Greatest
Sphere of Influence

Stage 4: After the Start of the Imperial Japanese Army s Sphere of Influence until the End of
World War Two

Stage 5: After the End of World War Two

An example of a structure from Stage 1 is the red brick Sasebo Navy Ordinance Corps Oshima
Warehouse constructed in 1895. Some Stage 2 military facilities were formed in relation to the
Amami Oshima Island Fortress, built in 1921. However, according to the Washington Naval
Treaty, the building of these structures was interrupted in 1922. Military facilities related to the
Amami Oshima Island Fortress were not given batteries. During Stage 3 the Japanese Imperial
Army built a different number of military structures, and in Stage 4 many emergency military
facilities such as shelters were built because the military was preparing for supply shortages
and the possibility of an enemy making land fall. Also, at that time, the Japanese Imperial Army
made Kamikaze weapons such as Shinyou boats. In Stage 5 the batteries and ammunition were
discarded, but the structures remained. However, after the war, there were shortages of
everyday goods and materials, so wooden barracks” were used for public buildings while
concrete buildings were partially scraped for materials such as metals like iron. Because of

these actions, some structures were lost.

In conclusion, the military facilities surveyed still require further consideration regarding their
historical and cultural importance. After further study, some may be recommended for special
heritage or cultural designation. Some sites were not included in report because of a lack of data
and they will require more time to study and assess. After greater inquiry the cultural and
historical importance of these sites will be revealed. With more work remaining to be done on
the preservation of these important historical sites in Setouchi, it continues to be imperative
that these military facilities be treated as historical, cultural, and archaeological assets as
stipulated by the Protection of Cultural Properties Act, so their remains can be surveyed and
recorded to provide greater knowledge to future generations. The Setouchi BOE, in cooperation
with other individuals and organizations, is committed to continuing its survey of the many

military facilities in the region.
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