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Summary

Hiigawa-B(O O O B) site, which is located on the Fukuoka Plain, is situated on the edge of southwest of the
narrow plain between two hills, dating from the Jomon period to the Historic times. On the south side of this
site, it has been a small hill up to recent years, however, at present it is not there. Further more, some keyhole-
shaped mounted tombs are distributed along the Hii River. However, near the site it is difficult to comfirm. This
report is the rescue archeology caused by the construction of the loop road, the site is divided into three sections
and the size of area is about 2, 300m".

The nature of the site: Section I composes the valley that is in the southeast area of the excavation. It was
about 1.5m lower than section II, therefore we were discovered a lot of wooden artifacts with volumes of earthen
ware in running water.

The area concentrated the site of a settlement calls that divided section II and sectionIll. At present, the areas
are separated by a road. Section Il is located in west of section I, and is a settlement including a dwelling with a
kitchen range. Similarly, sectionll also has dwellings of concentration and is located in the northern area of this
site.

Section I : A leading part of the Kofun period that includes Haji ware is that it also includes that are Jomon
pottery, Yayoi pottery, and a small number of the pottery in Historic times.

Addition to it, we found agricultural implements and building materials that are wooden artifacts. Especially,
a building material of a door set up the top and the bottom of one door or two and had a hole to fit the door into
its. We call them Magusa(jjg) tools and Kehanashi(C O O). Magusa tools were set up the top of the door and
Kehanashi tools were set up the bottom of the door. Although we don't know weather the building material with
a hole had one hole or two for a lack of information, it is variable to know exactly how people in those days used
the part of the door in wooden artifacts.

Section II : The number 1 dwelling(SC-01) has the amount of floor space that takes approximately the size of
50m’. It can be restored to the large-sized dwelling. Pottery and stone tools are detected in house sites.
Moreover, at the number 2 dwelling (SC-02), during the late of Kofun period, it was found a lot of pottery with a
little Sue ware, and besides a kitchen range equipped with the house site.

Sectionll; A lot of pottery and stone tools were discovered in dwelling sites, especially a large number of
charcoal was found from the number 9 dwelling(SC-09). More importantly, an iron arrowhead was detected. It

should be recognized that it is the rare case that an iron arrowhead was found in the dwelling site.

We formerly couldn't understand an aspect of the middle reaches of the Hii River. However, people in those
days built some houses to make good use of the valley and made a living near the stream. It is clear how the
location of the site and geographical features of the Kofun period are shown by this investigation. We hope that
the result of this study is useful for the excavation of this area in future.
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HIIGAWA B Sites

Result of the first excavation
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