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SUMMARY

Marukumayama kofun, which was designated as an important
historical monument in 1927, is located in Susenji Nishi-ku, Fukuoka-City.

This kofun dated to the first half of the fifth century is a keyhole-shaped
tumulus. The edge of the northern slope of Mt. Takasuyama was cut into
such shape. The mound, however, has recently levelled down and badly
deformed. Therefore, when the preservation of the designated area started
in 1985, we opened twelve trenches on the mound to have precise knowledge
about the size and shape of the kofun.

As a result, the edge of the mound, and the lower and middle slopes
paved by stones have brought to light; the kofun is 85 meters in lenght, 59.4
meters in diamter, 46 meters in width and 30 meters at the narrowest area.
We have, moreover, learned that it had three terraces on the slopes.

We unearthed a row of cylindrical haniwas standing around the mound
on the lower terrace. Other haniwas more likely stood on the middle and
upper terraces because we found figured haniwas such as birds and a shield
there.

A chamber tomb of the kofun was buried in the ground of the rear part
of the mound and had a side entrance facing to the north. The chamber was
partially looted by locals in the early seventeenth century. We fortunately
can see these recovered objects today such as bronze mirrors, swastika-like
bronze objects, swords, daggers, arrowheads and gems.

The chamber was built in corbelling; these basalt rocks were roughly
cut into small slabs, and the short side of the slab was used as the inner wall.
The chamber is 2.5 meters by 3.9 meters and 2.2 meters in height. A stone
sarcophagus is rested in the center and is divided into two rectangular
rooms by slabs. The chamber’s walls and inside of the sarcophagus were
painted in red. This chamber tomb belongs to one of the oldest specimens
in Japan; this type was directly influenced from Korean peninsula.
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