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Summary

This book, consisting of two volumes, is the first comprehensive work on the
Hakata Sites having been excavated by Fukuoka City Board of Education; and this
project for the excavations has been asked by Fukuoka City Transit Authority.
The containts of the first volume are divided into two major parts: the first part, I)
outline of the study on the archaeological sites in the subway line; 1I) outline of the
excavations so far done at Hakata, the second part, I) naturalistic and historical en-
vironments of Hakata; II) result of the excavations at the so-called A and B areas of
the subway line; III) result of the excavations at the so-called Entrances,nos. 2 and
3 of Gion subway station. The second volume deals with classification for the trade
ceramices so far discovered at the Hakata Sites.

Hakata was the nearest harbor for Dazaifu and developed in cultural and com-
mercial activities as an opened gate for foreigners from overseas; moreover, “Koro-
kan” as a guest house was built for them. After the political system of the central
goverment got ineffective, the trade itself was mainly done by private merchants
rather than the goverment. As the result, the trading center moved from “Koro-

bl

kan” to today’s Hakata district. Thus under the strong commercial activities in

East China Sea, Hakata as an important harbor town became richer than ever
before. In the Late Heian period, the Chinease merchants’ community known as
KABE” was founded in Hakata district: it indicates that Hakata at that time was
so prosperious because we have found a huge amount of Chinease ceramices here.
As we have already learned in the fourth and tenth campaigns of the excavations,
the rates of the trade ceramices out of all vases so far found show 23.9 percent and
38.7 percent respectively, and this time shows 15.6 percent. These figures are
much higher than figures so far reported at any other sites in Japan. These
Chinease ceramices belong to the second half of the eleventh century through the
end of the sixteenth century, and most of them are dated to the twelfth century.
The amount of Chinease ceramices through the centuries changed due to how Haka-
ta as a harbor played in her long history. These Chinease ceramices were fired in
Zhejiang, Fujian, and Jiangxi Provinces, and they were shipped out of Ningbo and

Quanzhou; furthermore, we see ceramices at a small percent from North or South
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China, such as Shannxi, Hebei, and Gawngdong Provinces: ceramices from North
China mainly belong to the second half of the eleventh century through the early
twelfth century. We have evidences to be suggested the existence of “FR AHE”:
Chinease ceramices with calligraphy, “%”, “&”, “B&”, and so forth may well indi-
cate names which Chinease bore. We have furthermore forty-one specimens writ-
ten “T#i”; and these were found at the sites excavated during the fourth campaign,
where are located near the latest excavation sites. “T#i” represents “#i5” (captain
or ship owner) of the family name “J”; and this evidence most likely indicates that
Mr. “T” once lived here. We have another example later than the time of “RKAH
#”: all vases appearing on four color pictures at the front page and figs. 92—106
were simultaneously dumped into a well. These are quite important specimens.
These finds seem to have met fire: heat of the fire changed their graze, caused the
vases to have been broken, and made their cracks on the surface. We were howev-
er able to restore these broken pieces as complete shapes of vases. The diversity of
the vases is small. These facts more likely imply that these vases which lost their
value for merchandise due to fire of a Chinease house or storage house were thrown
into the well. These evidences represent the character of Hakata in those days.

It is only the beginning for the archaeological study on Hakata; and this time
the work contains only part of the result of the excavations so far done at Hakata.
Since further studies and analyses on the excavations are on progress, other impor-
tant evidences will come to light soon. We hope that this book will help further
studies on the Middle Age harbor town “Hakata.”
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