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Excavation at the Ashikuraji Murodo site

—Mountain Buddhist Temple and Shrine since 10th century to Modern times —

Introduction

The Tateyama mountains are situated at the eastern part of Tateyama prefecture. And
the Mount Tateyama (3003m above the sea level) is one of the three famous holy mountains
in Japan (Mount Fuji, Mount Hakusan, Mount Tateyama). And the Ashikuraji Murodo site
is situated at the Murodo Heights 2450m above the sea level of Mount Tateyama. The Muro-
do (%) was the last exercise hall and accommodation for climbing worshippers untill re-
cent times. And the architecutures of Murodo were planed to dissolve and reconstruct at
1991, therefore we intended to excavate this site.

Excavation
The excavation was carried out from 24th August to 3rd September 1992 and from 20th
August to 30th August 1993. We found the 4 structures and one pit. And we excavated
1289 sherds of pottery and ceramics, 214 iron implements, 1 guilt bronze implement, 5
bronze implements, 3 stamps, 55 coins and 25 glass containers.
By our survey following important points are clarified :
(1) The Ashikuraji Murodo site started at the early 10th century.
(2) The Ashikuraji Murodo site was prosperd from the mid 12th century to the 14th cen-
tury.
(3) The Ashikuraji Murodo site was revived at the early 17th century and prospered untill
Modern times. The architecture of Murodo was constructed at the early 17th century and
extended at the early 18th century and used untill recent times.

Conclusion

The power of mountain buddhist temples and shrines played important part of Japanese
history. And by our survey and other archaeological remains, we can divide the history of
the religion of Tateyama mountains into 5 phases.

The 1st phase (From the mid 8th century to the 9th century): The Mount Turugi
(2998m above sea level) the most steep mountain in Tateyama mountains was worshipped.

The 2nd phase (From the 10th century to the early 12th century): The Mount Tateyama
the gently-sloping mountain was worshipped. And the popularization of religion of moun-
tains were started.

The 3rd phase (From the mid 12th century to the 14th century): The power of religious
organization of Mount Tateyama was allied with the court nobles of high standing in Kyoto.
And They prospered flowery and described in medieval texts.

The 4th phase (From the 15th century to the 16th century): The power of religious orga-
nization was oppressed by warrior aristocracy (Samurai class). And the religious power of
Mount Tateyama was declined.

The 5th phase (From the early 17th century to modern times): The feudal lord of Kaga
clan started to promote the religious organization of Mount Tateyama. And the facilities of
Mount Tateyama were revived and prospered untill modern times.
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