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STUDY OF THE TOMBS AT SARAYAMA, NEAR TSUYAMA.
IN THE PROVINGE OF MIMASAKA

Volume I

Resume

TSUYAMA, JAPAN

1952



PREFACE

This report contains the results of our study on the tombs at Sarayama, near
Tsuyama City, in the Province of Mimasaka carried on‘ since January, 1951 by
members of our school of Okayama University, in compliance with a request of
Tsuyama City. All the results, however, have been arranged and systematized
by Y. Kondo and T. Nakashima in the present form now published.

Our sincere acknowledgements are due to the authorities of Tsuyama City and
also to Mr. S. Narasaki, Mr. H. Fukutake and others for the kind help offered

to us during our investigation.

HHIROSHI NEGISHI, M. D.
RYOI URA, M.D.
TOSHIO NAKASHIMA
YOSHIROC KONDO

Okayama, February, 1952.
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RESUME OF
A STUDY OF THE TOMBS AT SARAYAMA , NEAR TSUYAMA
CITY, IN THE PROVINCE OF MIMASAKA

CHAPTER I SARAYAMA TOMBS

Sarayama tombs which we here treat is a name given to a group of tombs con-
structed at the foot, on the slopes, and upon the ridges of the mountains rising
300 or 400 metres from the narrow level ground in the south-western part of
Tsuyama Basin in the province of Mimasaka (Fig. 1). As a result of our inves-
tigations, we have found 168 ancient tombs in this region. According to their
features, these tombs may be classified into four groups — Kannabi, Sagayama,
Takahachi, and Ohira —and further subdivided into 13 or 14 smaller groups
(Fig. 2). Together with Kawanabe Tombs in the south-western part of the Ba-
sin, .and with S(?ja Tombs in the northen part of the basin, Sarayama Tombs’ .
constituting ‘‘ ancient tombs of Tsuyama Basin ”, are good material for archaeo-
logical studies. It is clear that Tsuyama Basin, containing the ruins of Kokubunji
Temple (established in the 8th Century A . D.) and the site of Kokufu of Mi-
masaka Province (office of local government in ancient Japan) as well as the
site of Sarayama Tombs, has always been the centre of the province of Mi-
masaka.

Built in ancient days, when agriculture was the basic production, the structure
of the numerous tombs in the mountaineous region suggests the characteristics of
state authorfty in ancient Japan and of its succeeding history.

Before the appearance of these tombs, the terraces around Tsuyama Basin must
~have been used for human habitation since stone implements and potteries belonging
to the Yayoi age have been discovered there as well as in Sarayama region.

Of the many important aspects of the study of Sarayama To_rﬁbs ; we here are
interested in the constructors of the tombs. What can be told by the presence of

numerous tombs in a’ very confined region? Who were their constructors? It is
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easy to say that they were the “aristocracy ” or the ¢ powerful families”, as
many authors have told us. But this answer does not satisfy us. By their arran-
gement in chronological order; it is known that over 90% of the tombs in Sa-
rayama belong to the late period of ancient tombs, and thought to have been built
in and after the 6th Century A. D., and the tombs constructed pl‘lOl‘ to the 6th
Century A. D. constitute within -10% of all extant. We think that the Sarayama
Tombs and those in other part of “ Tsuyama Basin” do not show the decrease
and the increase in population or the changes in social customs, but they indicate
the process through which the political society had been formed and the changes
in the constitution of communities.

The late period in the chronology of Japanese ancient tombs has been supposed-
to be betWeen the 6th Century and the Ist half of the Sth Century A. D. Accord-
ingly, in Sarayama, 140 or 150 tombs were constructed during these 200 or 250
years. The constructions were very frequent. Besides, we must not forget that
usually 2 or 3 bodies were buried in a tomb or a chamber. One corridor chamber
of ordinary size in Sarayama, Lowever, contained seven earthen coffins. -Thus, it
can be reasonably estimated that €00 or 4£0 rersons of positions high enough to
be buried in mound tombs died during about 200 years or 250 years. A remarkable
number of ‘““aristocrats” or “powerfuls’” were inhabitants of Sarayama.

The ancient communities in Japan, since the adoptation of agriculture in the 2nd or
the 3rd Century, B. C., rapidly developed political and social class characteristics.
The facts in Sarayama above mentioned reflect the historical process of coﬁstitu—
tional development in the communities. In the step of the development of commu-
nities (before the late period) when the Whole\ society was not put down under
the perfect control of the slavery, the first social relation of classes, in spite of
the appearence of the opposition of classes; individualism was not a characteristic
of the people: individualism was embodied in “ heroes” as representatives or
“ chieftains ¥ at the head of the communities. During and after the 6th Cen-
tary A. D. each community (house community) disintegrated into several
family communities with patriarchs as powerful leaders. It is right and proper
that through this process of disintegration, difference in rank resulted among
the patriarchal communities. Such patriarchal communities as grew in Sarayama,
must have érised in this historical pattern. The fact that tombs during the
late period are small in size and of similar type, compared with the tombs
belonging to the ‘earlier period which are generally great in size and of strong
individuality, may be a result of the patriarchal social pattern described here. The

sudden increase in number and the general reduction in size will be understood , if
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we think it to be a phenomehon reflecting the above conditions.
Finally, we can follow the right path of studies on the tombs only through a

comprehension of the changing social characteristics of their constructors.

CHAPTER II
A. NAKAMIYA I TOMB

Situated on the northwestern slope in a section known as Fukuda, south of
Sarayama, Nakamiya I Tomb has retained nearly its original Vform. The shape
belongs to the characteristic mound tyre in Japan known as ¢ Square front and
Round back”. But the ¢ Square front” radiating -from the “ Round back” in the
south direction is fo flat and little that reople often call this the scallop-like type
with the base, as measured from the extreme end of “Square front” to the “Ro-
und back ”’s being about 23 metres long, and the height of the round part about
5 metres, this tomb is the one of the largest in the whole group of Sarayama
(Pl 1 and Fig. 3, 4, 5).

A number of Haniwa cylinders (mortuary objects of the drain pipe-like type)
were discovered 20 or 30 cm. under ground around the circular mound. These
are identical to those found in many other parts of Japan, but rather small in size
(PL 2 and Fig. 6). Two stone chambers, one at the. middle of the * Round

back ”’

and the other at the “Square front”, were found; the former is the large
and massive one of corridor type with its bottom at the depth of 330 cm. or 340
cm. below the surface and the latter, the small, shallow pit type ( Pls. 3, 4 and
Figs. 7, 8).

In contrast to the discovery of only two dish type earthenwares in the pit type
stone chamber, we found varieties of precious funeral objects in the corridor type
chamber — many earthenwares (Ywuwaibe potteries and Haji potteries), iron
objects, beads and so forth (Pl. 5 and Fig. 10), Among the/ earthenwares
which occupied half of the finds, we found two things of particular interest: the
grand dish with long and firm stand upon which were placed thfee pots one over
another, discovered at the nothwéstern corner of the chief chamber (Fig. 9),
and the remains of the offering to the dead found in dishes with lids (Pl 6).
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The appearence of the former is unparalleled in Japan, but similar items have
been found in ancient tombs in the southern part of Korea- The latter rhay be
important material for the study the offering to the dead in ancient Japan.
We should like to add that horse equipment and trapptngs, weapons of war, an
iron ax, blg and square nails, chisels, bijou and others were d1<covered showing
the instructive arrangement. (Pl. 7 and Figs. 11 — 34) ).

Finally this tomb was presumed to have been constructed in about the 6th Cen
tury A. D. judging from the shape of mounds, the structure of chambers, ‘and

the remains,

B. MONNOYAMA I TOMB

Situat ed near the extremity of the ligulate terrace west of Mt. Kannabi, which
fronts on the Basin of Tsuyama, is Monnoyama I Tomb, actually a collection of
neighbouring tombs. This tomb is small and flat in the structure, and curiously
pentagonal in shape (Pl 8 and Figs. 35, 36). By unearthing, we discovered
the stone covering, lying about 20 to 50 cm. below the surface, on the slope
of the mound and three stone coffins of simple make on the flat top; the former
consisting of numerous cobble- and split-stones (Pls. 9, 10). The three coffins
commonly named ¢ cist” vary in size, but are almost similar in structure (Figs.
37, 38, 39). "

Contrary to expectation, no funeral objects as well as no ashes were fonnd in

them except several small fragments of unglazed potteries on its outside (Fig. 40).

C. GION-UNE 1 AND II TOMBS

These are situated on the gently sloping southern side of Mt. Sagayama, com-
manding a very fine view (Fig. 41). Both Gion-une I and Gion-une II, with
17 metres befween them, had already been demolished before we surveyed.
Especially, in Gion-une I tomb the demolition was exhaustive, so the insignificant
ruins of the corridor chamber, the destroyed unglazed earthen coffin, and dish
type earthenware were all we found (Pl 11).

In Gion-une II Tomb we unearthed a semi-destroyed stone chamber in the
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middle and two unglazed earthen coffins in it, at the foot 6f which many earthen-
wares were found (Pls. 11, 12, and Figs. 42, 43, 45). Of the two coffins, the
southern one had been demolished in to fragments, and the northern was partly -
destrbyed. All the coffins, both in I and II, are unglazed and orange colored of
the so-called tortoise carapace type, similar to )those Wﬁich have been generally
found in the ‘tombs of Sarayama and other parts of the Province of Mimasaka
(Fig. 44). In addition, golden ear-rings and a bead shown in Pl. 12 and Fig. 46
were the finds before our investigation.

The tombs containing the earthen coffin of this kind are concluded to be new in
chronological order of the ancient tombs in Japan. Accordingly, we may here
presume that these tombs belong to the second half of the 7th Century A . D.
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