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SUMMARY

This second report of Hikozaki shell mound at Nadasaki town in Okayama city summarizes the results of
archaeological excavations conducted by Nadasaki Board of education in 2003, 2004 and Toju Ikehasu in 1949,
including discussion and scientific analysis of this site.

The artifacts reported here are composed of cord-marked Jomon pottery, stone, bone, tooth, antler, shell
implements and baked clay objects. Noteworthy artifacts of this site are design pottery (Hikozaki K1 type) and
plain pottery (Hikozaki K2 type), pottery with its base impressed incidentally with seed and the final Jomon
pottery painted red with the rust from iron.

77 stone implements from the early to the final Jomon period are in this book. They are chipped stone
arrowheads, tanged stone scrapers, stone awls, polished stone tools and so on. On the scientific analysis of 140 stone
flakes, it is revealed that they were made from the stone produced at the Kanayama-Higashi in Kagawa prefecture.
This result shows that the way of procuring stone material in the late and the final Jomon period had changed,
comparing with the case in the early and the middle Jomon period.

Bone, tooth, antler and shell tools such as harpoon heads, fishhooks, pendants, beads, tusk adzes, antler tools for
making stone tools, shell bracelets and shell knives are also reported in this book. It is noted that 11 fishhooks in
total were found in this site. Observing the fishing tools and animal remains, it is possible to assume that fishing
style to use large fishhooks, harpoon heads, heavy net sinkers had been established in the late and the final Jomon
period, although small fishhooks, harpoon heads, light net sinkers had been used in the early and the middle Jomon
period. The diachronical transformation of fish remains discovered in this site shows that environmental change
caused by alluvial deposits led to a fauna shift around this coastal area. It is also revealed that increase of shell
bracelet and shell earring had a close relation with funeral practice.

There were many baked clay objects found in this site. Although it is still in controversy how to use this clay
object, it is possible that this had been used to check the firing condition in making Jomon pottery.

The artifacts excavated by Ikehasu in 1949 are important to consider the transformation of this site from Jomon
to Middle age.

In this report, we re-examine the history of excavation and investigation of this Hikozaki shell mound. The oldest
record of this site is dating back to 1921.

Based on the data of the fishhooks around Inland Sea region, it comes to light that this fishhook appeared in the
last stage of the earliest Jomon period and continued to use to the final Jomon period. On the ground that fishhooks
had increased in the late Jomon period, it is assumed that manufacturing technique of fishhook had improved in
this period. It is noteworthy that the regional difference of fishhook style had become distinct in the late and the
final Jomon period. »

Appendixl : Yamada evaluates that mortuary custom in this site is a good example around Inland Sea area. He
suggests that further investigation should be needed on this site.

Appendix2 : Ishimaru and Tomioka identify the animal remains dating to the early Jomon and illustrate the
fishing and hunting activity of the early Jomon period (Hikozaki Z1 and Z2 style) in this site.

Appendix3 : Ishimaru, Yoneda, Shibata, Matsui, and Tayasu’s carbon and nitrogen isotope analysis of marine fish
remains in Hikozaki shell mound shows the possibility that we can identify where fish were caught.

Appendix4 : Shiraishi identifies that the 140 stone flakes were made from the stone produced at the Kanayama-
Higashi in Kagawa prefecture.

Appendix5 . This report also includes the essay of three times excavation in this site written by Toju Ikehasu.
Under the circumstances that the official excavation reports at that time had not been published yet and the people

who engaged in this excavation become less, this essay is worth while to be compiled.

March, 2007
The Okayama Municipal Board of Education
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