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Human Skeletal Remains from the Sukumoyama Site

MILKE  SUFER
Mark HUDSON

T LB T, AR ORED S 161 £ TRIH S -t oL FZE M ATI99THE I FE Sz,
BEOEDPFEREN, 209 BITHICANEDIFE-> Tz, 6 DHONFEZETHAI DA, X, HED
FWEEDNLH, b FOHITTAER > TP o7,

The Sukumoyama site is a medieval cemetery in Okayama City used from the early 14th
until the 16th centuries. During excavation in 1997, a total of 33 burials were identified of
which 17 contained skeletal material There were four burial types (1) direct pit inhuma-
tions; (2) cremations placed in ceramic urns; (3) cremations without urns; and (4) jar
burials where the corpse was not cremated. The oldest graves in the cemetery are all direct
inhumations, ceramic urns not appearing until the end of the 14th century. Only one jar
burial was found (Burial 6), but the site produced a number of burial jar sherds suggesting
that there were originally other examples of this type of grave.

In or slightly before 1582, a fort was built on the site destroying parts of the earlier
cemetery and, with the exception of Burial 6, the inhumations were all fragmentary.
Burials were oriented with the head to the north, leaving the lower body especially
vunerable to disturbance on the southern slope of the site. Perhaps because of soil condi-

tions, preserved teeth are extremely rare.

%1 (Burial 1) : RADOLEREE DB A1 Ko

Pit inhumation containing one fragment of the proximal end of an adult left tibia (Fig.14).

¥ 2 (Burial 2): 2200 FE&HE?S KFEINAARE LEEF OB D E,
Two ceramic urn burials (2A&2B) produced a few, small cremated cranial and postcranial

fragments (Figs.15—16). Postcranial elements are mostly from the upper body.

#24 (Burial 4) : PEOKFEEARKEFOWAPEEEPO BT, MUPLADL L, KEEIIHRK
CHER, NMAEFEIEEEDOA, COEPLHETINZI8RKOMWIE, 2 THLEK A TEKART
Hb, ROBEERNPSAT, INBEF 2 N EOFHOLDTH S, THMOFHEI 1 A& 12F (D
FHEAT T AN &) TTREEDSE VA, MOMAEHLEDLEZ OND,

Mixed cremated and noncremated bones from a ceramic urn (Fig.17). Cremated bones com-
prise postcranial and a few cranial elements, but the noncremated bones are only cranial.
This burial produced 18 teeth : left M', M? and-M?®, left upper canine, right M', right
upper first and second deciduous molars, 2 upper premolars, an upper molar fragment, a
lower right canine, right M; and M., left M, and M., a lower left first or second premo-
lar, a deciduous lower left molar, and a cremated premolar. None of the permanent teeth
are fully formed and all can be assigned to a subadult dentition. When compared with den-

tal development standards, however, these teeth are not consistent with the dentition of a



B %

single individual. While various combinations are possible—and theoretically there could be
more than 2 individuals present—the presence of one child of around 7 years and another

of around 12 years is the most parsimonious way to account for the teeth.

E5 (Burial 5) : RAOKEE LEET ORI PIE, KESNZEHBPLELoTW S,
Pit inhumation consisting of a few adult cranial and postcranial fragments (Fig.20). Some

cremated bones are mixed in with this burial.

26 (Burial 6) : JIIF@wXE%,
Jar burial of an adult female (Figs.21-23). The well. preserved skeleton from this burial is

described in detail in a separate chapter in this report.

27 (Burial 7) : HEERBEOHRRES, BLOZOMDEREDO/NS W, §AKOHE»S11
F—1F COVDEREHEETE 5,

Pit inhumation (Fig.26). Mid-shaft sections of right and ileft femora and other very small
post-cranial fragments. Eight teeth were found in the burial : left and right P,, right P’
and P?, left M,, right M' and M?, and an unerupted right M?® crown. The teeth are ex-
tremely brittle and all erupted teeth are damaged post-mortem making precise ageing dif-
ficult, but this individual was probably aged between approximately 11 and 15 years. The
right M' has a carious cavity on the mesial interproximinal surface.

%8 (Burial 8) : lRADEHE - 48 - KIE OB PP, KHEOTREENE V.,

Cranial and postcranial fragments from a pit inhumation (Fig.27). Postcranial elements in
a clude the head of a left femur joined with the acetabulum socket from the left
innominate.

The acetabulum is fused indicating an adult. Though cranial elements number only about 10
small fragments, they include the left mastoid process and the external occipital
protruberance, both of which suggest the individual is female.

#10 (Burial 10) : KFESNBH LK.
Many small cremated fragments from a ceramic urn (Figs.29-30). The left M' is preserved

in a fragment of the maxilla.

%13 (Burial 13) : EHE B OB 4%,

Pit inhumation with a few cranial fragments (Fig.34).

%14 (Burial 14) : KZFESNIZBERDPEHE, BOKEZEIHLOBRAOEETH S,
Many small cremated fragments from a ceramic urn (Figs.35-36) From the general size of

the bones, the burial appears to be of an adult.

15 (Burial 15) : RREE () D/NS VRS 1 A,
Pit inhumation containing one small, long bone fragment, probably from a humerus
(Fig.37).
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%16 (Burial 16 ) : BEZEF OB & GRS OB,
Pit inhumation with a few cranial fragments, the head of a right femur and part of the

acetabulum socket from the right innominate (Fig.38).

%18 (Burial 18) : YJEOHEZEF O/N S W A,
Pit inhumation containing a few small fragments of an infant cranium (Fig.40).

#19 (Burial 19) : KFELARKEDOE R V10552,
Pit burial with approximately 10 cremated and non-cremated fragments (Fig.41).

%90 (Burial 20) : EHEOLME - EHEE S L OBE L HEIEE O, K& - KREFRLEEFOH
BB DA, HEFIZKEOTREED S, ZOEEFICHREZW RS RO, BICEHEETIZEE
2ty FMDy L—F —IROMEMDFE-> TV 5, [/ UAEZRBMIES ISR oL D5, €D
%R ETFE S TV VEBEBEOEICH - Bbhb, OGS EER» O BREZ DTS
5 DIFIFHICHE L Vo

Pit inhumation (Figs.42-43). Fragmentary cranium includes the left temporal and parietal
bones and sections of the occipital and right parietal. Postcranial elements comprise only
small fragments of the right scapula, left clavicle, a radius and a humerus. From the
nuchal crest and left mastoid process, the skull is probably female. A crater depression,
approximately 2cm in diameter, is present on the right parietal. The depression is ringed
by slight scarring of the bone surface. Small sections of several other similar lesions are
present but these are all fragmentary and it is difficult to estimate the extent of the pa-
thology. Diagnosis is also difficult, but a treponemal infection would seem to be ruled out
by the early 14th century date of the burial which is some two centuries before the ac-
cepted arrival of veneral syphilis in Japan in the early 16th century (cf. Suzuki 1984 : 3-4).
According to Suzuki (1984 : 3) there is no evidence of endemic tropical treponemal infec-
tions such as yaws in Japan.

%21 (Burial 21) : KEINEEPDE,
Pit burial with a few small cremated fragments (Fig.44).

E24 (Burial 24) : BEEEP OB TecmDKESI N/ /NER D45,
Ceramic urn containing 44 small fragments of cremated bone no larger than 7cm long
(Fig.47).

Reference :

Suzuki, Takao 1984. Palaeopathological and Palaeoepidemiological Study of Osseous
Syphilis in Skulls of the Edo Period. Tokyo University Museum Bulletin 23.
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