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1．弥生・古墳・中世の遺物



The Summary

Hikozakishellmoundislocatedaroundat2994Hikozaki，Nadasaki－tOWninOkayamacity．

In1948and1949，investigation team headed by Dr．HisashiSuzuki（Departmentofanthropologyin

FacultyofscienceinTokyoUniversity）excavatedthissiteanddiscoverednumerouswell－preSerVed

artifacts such as30human bones，many earthenvessels，StOneimplements，bracelets which date back

to theJomon Period ofprehistoricJapan．Analyzingthe results ofexcavation，Dr．Sugao Yamanouchi

adoptedtheJomonpotteryfoundhereasthestandardchronologicaltypeoftheJomonpottery，naming

themHikozakiZl，Z2，Kl，andK2styleafterthenameofthisHikozakisite．AccordinglyHikozakishell

moundbecamefamousandhighlyvaluedinJapanasthemostoranimportantJomontypesite．

Asthepreservation andutilizationofthissitehadbeenplanned，Nadasaki－tOWnboardofeducation

（presentokayamamunicipalboardofeducation）conductedtwoseasonsofexcavationfrom2003．In

2005，arepOrtWillbepublishedincludingtheresultsofthisexcavationfrom2003to2004．

The results ofthis excavation are as follows：

1・AlthoughthisshellmoundhadcontinuedduringtheentireJomonPeriodformorethan5000years，

itcanbecategorizedmainlyinthefollowingfourphases：theearly（about6000years ago），the

middle（about5000yearsago），thelate（about4000yearsago）andthefinal（about3000years

ago）．Theartifactswerepreservedingoodcondition．ItisnoteworthythattheearlyJomonshell

mound，meaSuring aboutlOOmin diameter and about1．7min height was the biggestin the

COntemPOraryShellmoundinwesternJapan．

2・WefoundmanyfeaturessuchasgravesfromtheearlytothefinalJomonperiod，StOragePitsto

PreSerVenutSSuChasacorn，fireplacesforcookingshellfish，andholesfrompoleorstake．

3・We could also find the numerous artifactsincluding pottery，StOneimplements，bracelets and

necklaces・Itis assumedthatstonetooIsfoundherewere arrowheads andspearsforhuntingdeer

and wild boars・AIso，there were net sinkers，fishhooks and harpoons for fishing，mOrtarS and

grindingacornsaxesforcuttingdowntrees，hoesfordiggingandmanymorethings．

4・Ritualceremonialbehaviorcouldbeidentifiedfrompotteryexcavatedfromthesite．Thispottery

WaSpainted redthe rustfromiron andheldbones ofawildboar and adeerinsideit．

5．0rganicflorasuchasnuts，branches，1eaves．AIso，WOVenitemswerediscovered．

6・WefoundsmallSeedswhichcan，tbeobservedwithoutamicroscope．

7．WeexcavatednewevidenceofagricultureintheJomonPeriod．

8・Duringtheinvestigation，aboutlO，000peoplevisitedthissitenotonlyfromdomesticareabutalso

from overseas．

Based on this report，We are SCheduled to designate this Hikozaki shell mound as the national

historicsitefromnextfiscalyear・Afteritisownedbypublic，WeWillmakeexhibitiongallerynextto

this site，We Will make an effort to conserve and utilize this site under the prlnClpal policies of

Okayama city・In the near future，this site willbe a new tourist site of Okayama city．This new

attractionwillmakeOkayamacitywel1－knownforbothitsnaturalwonders andhistoricalsite．

Wethankourancestorswholeftsuchasplendidculturalpropertytous．
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HIKOZAKI SHELL MOUND

The ReportontheExcavationofShellMoundsin

JomonPeriodinOkayamaJapan
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