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SUMMARY

Bunkyo site is located between Mt. Miyukiji and Mt. Katsuyama north of Matsu-
yama city in Ehime prefecture, Japan. This site is situated on the alluvial fan of the
Ishite River. It is well-known that this site contains the remains of settelments from
the middle to the late Yayoi period.

After the 8th - 9th « 11th excavations at Bunkyo, it was discoverd that this site has
a horizon of occupations in the Jomon period under the Yayoi layer. The 8th exca-
vation showed that this site has two strata that are divided into the latest Jomon
period and the late Jomon period. Duaring the 9th excavation it was found that the
Jomon period stratum contains pottery dating from the late Jomon period to the
first half of the latest Jomon period. Duaring the 11th excavation a fireplace in a
dwelling pit was found at this site. Therefore it can be assumed that the Jomon
period people lived at Bunkyo site from the late Jomon period to the latest Jomon
period.

In Setouchi district, a shellmound was started in the early Jomon period and
decayed duaring the late Jomon period because of changes in the natural environ-
ment. In the eastern Setouchi district, duaring the late and the latest Jomon periods,
settlements near the sea decayed, and new settlements moved to the lower hill and
the alluvial fan. The fact that settlement of the Bunkyo site began during the final
middle Jomon period or the first late Jomon period accords with this movement of
settlements to the lower hill in the eastern Setouchi district. In the Dogo plains it
was also found that in the late Jomon period settlement started at the Obuchi site
which was located in the lower alluvion. As was mentioned above, the environment
of settlements in the western Setouch district is similar to those in the eastern
Setouchi district.

The matterials from the 11th excavation at Bunkyo were proved by means of
using a computer to be an assemblage. A peculiarity of this site is that the ratio of
pottery with decoration to plain pottery is 1 : 4. In comparing matterials of the 11th

excavation with those at the Nankai broadcasting site, we determined that the
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matterial of the 11th excavation fits in the chronology of Jomon pottery. Its posi-
tion lies in the the latter half of the Tsugumo A type. This hypothesis means that
the old chronology of Jomon pottery in the Chugoku « Shikoku districts must be
altered and that the chronology of the late Jomon period all over western Japan
must be rearranged. The locality of pottery in the western Setouchi district was
influenced by that of the eastern Setouchi district and western Kyusyu - southeast-
ern Shikoku districts, whereas the western Setouchi district evolved in its locality
by itself during the late Jomon period.

We expected to confirm this hypothesis with materials from new excavations in
the area in the near future.

(Kazuo Miyamoto)
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