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SUMMARY

Nishimotomezuka tumulus is situated south of the Rokko mountains, on alluvial fans 6m above sea level and
lies within the administrative district of Nada Ward in Eastern Kobe City.

Nishimotomezuka tumulus is a zenpo-koho-fun(a keyhole-shaped tumulus with a square rear mound), the
forward square mound of which faces to the East. When originally constructed, it was situated some 100m from
the coast. Seven surveys have been undertaken at this tumulus, and this report details the results of the fifth and
seventh surveys undertaken by the Kobe City Board of Education.

The fifth survey was carried out between January and September 1993, for the purpose of investigating the
burial structure and rear square mound, by trench excavation. As a result of excavations, the burial structure
was found to be a pit style, stone chamber, whose axis is at right angles with the mound’ s axis. The southern
half of the chamber was fallen 2m down. It exhibits earthquake damage.There is evidence to suggest that a large
earthquake (magnitude 7) collapsed the chamber in the end of 16th century. The northern half is also missing
some of its stonework, due to modern demolition work.

The original dimension of the chamber has been estimated at Im width and 6m in length. The bottom of the
burial pit was paved with round cobble stones, overlaid by a clay bed, on which was placed the wooden coffin.

A stone slab stood 75cm from the southern end of the chamber, separating it into a main room and a sub-room.
The main room was used for the coffin and the sub-room for mortuary goods. Five, of a possible six, ceiling
stones remain. The stones were layered with clay and the interior of the chamber was painted red. It is
noteworthy that many of the stones used to construct the chamber had been conveyed from other regions.

Among the mortuary goods were bronze mirrors, iron objects and a whorl shaped jasper object. The over 200
iron objects include daggers, spears, swords, axes, spear-heads, arrow-heads and fishingspears. All of the 12
mirrors and some of the daggers and spears were placed in the main room, the other items were in the sub-room.
The mirrors were all imported from China and seven of them were of a style called sankakubuchi-shinjyukyo
(sacred animal mirrors with projecting rims of triangular cross-section)featuring motifs showing beasts and gods.
San-in pottery, a style made and used mainly in the San-in regions (Shimane Pref., Tottori Pref., etc.), was also
found. They were used during ritual ceremonies on the mound.

The seventh survey was carried out from August to December 1994, to clarify the total size and shape of
Nishimotomezuka tumulus. It was previously believed that the tomb was a zenpo-koen-fun (a keyholeshaped
tumulus with a circular rear mound). Latest research has revealed, however, it is a zenpo-koho-fun (a keyhole:
shaped tumulus with a square rear mound). The forward square mound was not investigated, the size of the
mound could only be estimated. It mesuares 50m wide in the rear, 26m wide at the waist, where it joins the
forward mound, and is 95m long. A square terrace was attached to the northern face of the forward mound at
the waist.

In the region surrounding of Nishimotomezuka tumulus there are several tumuli built during the early phase
of the Kofun period (4th century A. D.). Most of them also contain sankakubuchishinjyukyo. These are assumed
to be symbols of the ruling class and thus the excavations of Nishimotomezuka tumulus are significant in many
respects to the study of the Kofun period.

We intend to clarify the date of construction of the tumulus and the status of the chief inhumed therein,
hereafter.

127. The vew of Nishimotomezuka tumulus from the south
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