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SUMMARY

Nojiri-ko site cluster, which is composed of 44 archaeological sites, is located on the western shore of the Lake
Nojiri, and each site stands within the adjacent area. The Uenohara site (the first excavation site) is located at
Uenohara and Okami, Kashiwabara, Shinano-machi, in the North of Nagano prefecture, Central Japan. It is situated
on lat. 36° 48 56.9” N, long. 138° 11’ 50.77” E., and is between 706.5 and 710 meters above sea level. The excavation
was carried out from May 1 1990 to July 31 1990, by the Shinano Town Board of Education. The total excavation
area is approximately 750 nf.

The remains that totaled 2,932 were excavated. Most of the artifacts from the Uenohara site belong to the last
stage of the Late Palaeolithic Period (about 14,000 yr.B.P.). These artifacts were discovered from the uppermost
horizon of the Upper Nojiri Loam Member II, “Moya”.

The results of the excavation are as follows.

1) “The Micro-blade industry”

The 1,197 pieces of stone tools, fragments and gravels found, at this site consisted of: 41 micro-blades, 41 micro-
blade cores, 6 gravers, 30 scrapers, 1 core, 6 hammer stone, 1 edge-ground axe. The main lithic materials used for
the artifacts are: obsidian, tuff, and andesite.

2) “The Point industry”

The 1,735 pieces of stone tools and fragments, and gravels found, here consisted of 48 points, 16 scrapers, 1 core,
and 1 hammer stone. The main lithic materials used for the artifacts are: andesite.

3) TFive stone-lined hearths in the Microlithic age were put from east to west. Because the discovery example is

few, a palaeolithic feature is very valuable.
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