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SUMMARY

The Nakamachi site is located at Nakamachi and Kanmachi Nojiri, Shinano-machi, in the northern end of Nagano
prefecture, Central Japan. It is situated in lat. 36°49" 44" N., long. 138°12" 19”E., and is 681 meters above sea level. The
site is located at the top of the Nakamachi hill on the west shore of the Lake Nojiri area. The excavation was carried
out from April 26 to June 3 in 1999, by the Shinano Town Board of Education, prior to the construction of a house. The
total excavation area is about 100 square meters.

The Late Quaternary sediments are divided into 3 formations as follows; Nojiri Loam Formation, Kashiwabara Black
Ash Formation, and surface soil, in ascending order.

The remains that totaled 1,614 were excavated from two cultural layers, the Upper Nojiri Loam Formation (
Pleistocene ) and the Kashiwabara Black Ash Formation (Holocene). There were 344 pieces of Palaeolithic stone tools,
33 pieces of Jomon pottery, 1,113 pieces of Heian age pottery and so forth.

Most of the artifacts from the Nakamachi site belong to the Palaeolithic Period, the Incipient Jomon Period, the

Initial Jomon Period, and Heian Period. The results of the excavation are as follows.

1. Late Palaeolithic Period (about 30,000 ~ 25,000 y.B.P.)

Among the 433 pieces of stone tools and fragments found, most of them belong to the early half of the Late
Palaeolithic Period. Trapezoid, partially ground chipped stone axes were yielded from the Black band of the Upper
Nojiri Loam Member L.

2. Incipient Jomon Period (about 12,000 y.B.P)
A nail-impression pottery (Tsumegata-mon pottery) found, belonging to the Incipient Jomon Period.
3. Initial Jomon Period (about 7,000 y.B.P)

Among the 32 fragments of pottery found, most of them belong to the later half of the Initial Jomon period.
4. Heian age (about 1,150 y.B.P.

Two pit-dwellings yielded 1,113 fragments of pottery, belonging to the early stage of the Heian Period.

5. The other sites

The other locality of the Nakamachi site and the Higashiura site were excavated in 1999.
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