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SUMMARY

The Nanatsuguri site is located at Nanatsuguri, Mizuana Tominou, Shinano-machi, in the North
of Nagano prefecture, Central Japan. It is situated on lat. 36° 48’ 16" N., long. 138° 13 55 E.,
and is between 643 and 648 meters above sea level. The excavation was carried out from October
19th 1993 to July 25th 1994, by the Shinano Town Board of Education, prior to the construction
of the local road, the Mizuana-Furuma station line. The second excavation was carried out from
September 17th to October 23rd 1996, by the Shinano Town Board of Education, prior to the
construction of the local road, the Fukouji line. The total excavation area is about 2,560 square
meters.

The Late Quaternary sediments are divided into 3 formations as follows; Nojiri Loam Formation,
Kashiwabara Black Ash Formation, and surface soil, in ascending order.

The remains that totaled 1,247 were excavated from four cultural layers, the Upper Nojiri
Loam Formation (Pleistocene) and the Kashiwabara Black Ash Formation (Holocene).

There were 351 pieces of Palaeolithic and Jomon Period stone tools, 413 pieces of Jomon pottery,
30 Heian age pottery, 437 pieces of gravels and so forth.

Most of the artifacts from the Nanatsuguri site belong to the Palaeolithic Period, the transitional
lithic industry of the Late Palaeolithic to the Incipient Jomon Period, the Jomon Period (from
Initial Period to Middle Period), and Heian Period. The results of the excavation are as follows.
1. Late Palaeolithic Period (about 20,000~15,000y.B.P.)

Among the 41 pieces of stone tools and fragments found, most of them belong to the late
half of the Late Palaeolithic Period.

Bapked blades, gravers, scrapers, blades, were yielded from middle horizon of the Upper Nojiri
Loam Member II. The lithic materials used for the artifacts found at the Nanatsuguri site are:
obsidian, siliceous shale, tufferceous shale, chalcedony, and andesite.

2. “The Mikoshiba-type industry” (about 13,000y.B.P.)

Two edge-ground axes of the Mikoshiba-type were discovered, and belong to the transitional
lithic industry of the Late Palaeolithic to the Incipient Jomon Period. Two axes were unearthed
side by side, laid butt of an axe on the other's butt. But, no evidence of pits around and under
the axes were found. The raw material for axes are acidic tuff.

3. Jomon Period
1) Initial’ Jomon Period (about 8000~7000y.B.P.)

“Hyori-jomon pottery” (pottery with cordmarking on both internal and external walls), and

“Oshigata-mon pottery” (pottery decorated with dowel-impressed patterns) belong to the early
half of the Initial Jomon period.

2) Early Jomon Period (about 6000~5000y.B.P)
“Sekiyama type pottery”, “Kurohama type pottery” and “Moroiso a and c¢ type pottery” were
yielded.
3) Middle Jomon Period (about 5000~4500y.B.P)
“Nashikubo type pottery” belong to the earliest stage of the Middle Jomon Period.
4 . Heian Age (about 1200-1000y.B.P.)
A few fragments of pottery found, most of them belong to the late half of the Heian Age.
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