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Abstract

Ikenotaira sites, consisting of seven paleolithic are situated on the eastern slope of the
Yatsugatake Volcanoes, Yachiho Village, Nagano Prefecture. Two of them, namely Osori
and Shiokureba sites, have been excavated in 1983 and 1984 respectively by Yachiho-Mura
Ikenotaira Sites Excavation Research Group (1986) thus forming the first and second
Ikenotaira Excavations. The third, fourth, fifth and sixth Excavations were carried out
intermittently from 1988 to 1991 at the Komade-ike site. This site is located along the north
shore of a small pond named the Komade-ike, at an altitude of about 1,300m situated
downslope of the Osori and Shiokureba sites, having an altitude of about 1,700m. These sites
are distributed along a narrow area composed of the Late Pleistocene Ikenotaira lavas.
Seemingly forming a route to the quarry site exposing obsidian. An objective of these
excavations was to reconstruct the life of Paleolithic men at such high lands, especially the
relationship between the paleolithic sites and the obsidian quarry exposure.

Each time, the excavations were carried out in several grids (3mXxX3m). Total area
excavated include nine grids (75m?) and one trench (1Im X 12m) with an average digging depth
of about Im. Stratigraphically, Komade-ike site consists of lower and upper Saku Loam
formations covered by Kuroboku (black soil). The relics were yielded in situ from ”"Deka
Pm” (pumice with obsidian lapilli), "Deka Pm Loam” (brownish weathered volcanic ash),
”Moya” (light brownish weathered volcanic ash) and Kuroboku in ascending order. A total
of about 1,400 relics were yielded including scrapers, points, gravers, notches, cores and used
frakes. In addition, many arranged cobbles were found on the upper bedding plain of the
"Deka Pm Loam”. On account of the assemblage, the Komadeike site might be assigned as
a campsite complex during same epoch of the last Glacial Stage. The culture reconstructed
from the yielded tools indicates that the age of the site is correlated with the last stage of

Paleolithic age and the site seems to be a life center of many ancestor generations.
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