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Reorganization of the Skeletal Remains from Shiitachi Site, Gushikawa Island
- Fired Bones and Burial Method -
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ABSTRACT:This paper presents the result of studying skeletal remains unearthed from Shiitachi site in
Gushikawa island of Izena-son, Okinawa prefecture. The site is located on a sand dune below a rock shelter
that faces the ocean, and it had been used as a cemetery for a certain period of time. The site was excavated
from 1977 to 1981 by the Izena-son Board of Education, with support from Okinawa Prefectural Board of
Education. As a result, a number of Jomon-period skeletal remains were recovered. Most of the bones that
were found did not reflect an anatomical layout; instead, the specimens were chiefly collected bones and were
organized into a proper manner for purposes of study.

Based on this reorganization, the number of buried bodies was estimated to be 62. Not only dried hones
(63%) but also fired ones (37%) exist in the collection. The latter consists of a “bleached-and-fired group” (bones
burned after an initial burial period, 24%) and a “body-fired group” (bones burned in the process of cremation,
13%). Therefore, this site includes a certain proportion of cremated bodies.

This site shows an early stage of aerial sepulture practice that is commonly known in Okinawa, and is

considerably important for clarifying the prehistoric culture of Okinawa. Further examination and evaluation of
the site is required.
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