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Shell Culture of Prehistoric Okinawa
T i

Asato Shijun

ABSTRACT: This paper reviews the prehistoric shell culture of Okinawa in relation to the special exhibition
of the Maritime Cultural Exchange titled 'Discovery of Prehistoric Lives -Shell Artifacts of Okinawa-', held
at the National Cheju Museum of Korea from October 10 to November 27, 2005. Shellfish were not only
an important food source for the people of prehistoric Okinawa but also a useful raw material that sup-
ported their daily lives. Moreover, they became trade goods that fostered relations with the outside world.

Shell culture provides a key to the lifestyles, culture, foreign relations, and cultural genealogy of prehistoric

Okinawa.
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