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Primary Investigation into discovering Sunken Ships in the Southwest Island (1)

-Underwater artifacts and marine transportation-

FEAASE - R RS - HoE o - IR
MIYAGI Hiroki KATAGIRI Chiaki - HIGA Naoki - SAKIHARA Tsunehisa

ABSTRACT: This paper tries to organize the basic information regarding the possible discovery of sunken
ships in the Southwest Archipelago. A paper of the same title was already issued last year, Introducing
the related artifact collections in Okinawa Archipelago.  This time, the focus is upon the Amami
Archipelago in order to complete the primary investigation on the possibilities of discovering sunken ships
in the entire Southwest Archipelago.

The paper includes reports on various artifact collections found in underwater and coastal areas, under-
water and land discovery of vessel furnishings such as anchor and ballast, and artifact collections from spe-
cific locations where the shipwrecks were recorded 1n archives.

As a result, seven sites with maritime artifact distributions were recognized in Kagoshima and Amami
Archipelago, and six locations of stone anchor discovery were registered. One archival record about a ship-
wreck event was also found. Analyzing the entire information, a total of twenty five possible locations for

sunken ship discovery are compiled in the Southwest Island and Kagoshima.
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