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Bone Arrowhead-like Objects of the Gusuku Period in Miyako and Yaeyama Archipelagoes

MORIMOTO Isao

ABSTRACT: This paper aims to compile the excavated bone arrowhead-like artifacts found in Gusuku pe-
riod sites in Miyako and Yaeyama Archipelagoes. The artifacts are also morphologically classified, located
in time scale, and discussed in regard to function.

As a result, over 119 specimens were found in 19 sites within the area. They are classified in three types
and seven sub-types, and are assigned to a period between early 14th century and 16th century. As to their
function, considering the form and other features, they should be regarded as missile implements like ar-

rowhead rather than the jabbing tools like harpoon.
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