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A Narrow-Blade Stone Adze Collected on Hateruma Island in Yaeyvama
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ABSTRACT : The Shimotabaru site in Hateruma Island belongs to the Early Yaeyama prehistoric period, Around
1970, a brother of Honda Syosei found a stone adze from a footpath by a field adjacent to the site. It was a “narrow-
blade stone adze,” with a blade narrower than the body width that is particular to the Yaeyama prehistoric period,
It has been emphasized that the blade-polished adze was the major type of stone adze in Yaeyama district. however,

the narrow-blade adze is important as well, since it suggests a relationship with Southeast Asia,
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