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Preliminary Investigation into Discovering Sunken Ships in the Southwest Islands
—Underwater Artifacts and Marine Transportation—
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ABSTRACT: This paper reports the results of preliminary investigations of surface artifact distributions with the aim
ol discovering sunken ships in the Southwest Islands. The ultimate purpose of the project was to register
underwater concentrations of artifacts which may relate to shipwrecks. Coastal surface llections and the site
locations are introduced here,

Many sites with artifact concentrations were found and registered as possible locations of sunken ships. Further
steps must be undertaken, including the designation of such sites as cultural properties. The time span of this

investigation included the medieval, pre-modern and a part of the modern period.
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