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Preservation of the Iron Artifacts Execavated from Inafuku Site

Il
AOYAMA Nao

ABSTRACT: The wron artifacts found in the archaeological site are more fragile than the pottery and
stone implements. The chemical treatment process is effective in order to maintain the form of the iron
artifacts. This paper presents a record of the preservation treatment of the iron artifacts unearthed from
the Inafuku site in Osato village, Shimajiri county. The excavation was carried out by the Okinawa pre-
fecture Board of Education in 1981. The preservation process included the preparatory examinations such
as the X-ray inspection, and the treatments consisting of cleaning, desalinization, resin percolation and
reconstruction. The treatment-was successful, and a number of information was obtained through the

process. The treated artifacts will last for a long time under the careful controll.
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