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Perforators Unearthed from the Prehistoric Sites in Ryukyu Archipelago

A £
MORIMOTO Isao

ABSTRACT: A variety of shell artifacts is seen in the archaeological and folklore material in the Amami
and Okinawa districts with the lagoon environments. This paper attempts to compile the possible perfo-
rating implements among the archaeological artifacts of unknown function, and to examine their function
as the perforator through observation, folklore investigation and experiments. The material of the pos-
sible perforators includes shell and spine of slate-pencil sea-urchin. The form of their functioning-parts
is classified in three categories: point, chisel and others. These forms resemble to those of the folklore

material, therefore, such perforators must have been used for producing shell weights and so on.
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