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Sanuki Kokubunji temple up to and including the Tenpyoushoho period
(749AD ~ 756AD)

By Akio Watanabe

In 741 AD,Emperor Shomu issued an Imperial edict on the construction of the Kokubunji temples(provincial
monasteries), and he started the construction of a Kokubunji temple in each province of Japan.

In Kagawa prefecture, we know the layout of Sanuki Kokubunji temple which was rebuilt in 770sAD. But
we have no information about it before it was rebuilt.

I tried to determine the design of Sanuki Kokubunji temple at the time of its creation, by observation of the
unearthed roof tiles and Sue pottery which I know were made before the middle of the 8th century.

As a result, prior to the reconstruction of the Sanuki Kokubunji temple there must have been several
buildings without any grand-scale temple.

It became apparent that the Aya family who were the dominant clan in that area supported the Sanuki

provincial government in the construction of Sanuki Kokubunji temple.
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