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Archaeological Research of Ancient Red Painted Ware in Kagawa Prefecture

By Junji Ootsuka

In this paper, aiming to make clear a part of the realities of an ancient society based on the
analysis of pottery, we take up the red painted ware, and analyze and consider them. The red painted
ware are biscuit ones of the low fire degree and the oxidizing atmosphere in firing, on the surface of
which are spread red pigments (ferric oxide). As for the red painted ware, we collect them excavated
in Kagawa Prefecture, analyze them from various points of view, do the firing experiments to clarify
the production technique and show the results of those experiments.

The red painted ware distributed over a wide range of the whole area in Kagawa Prefecture.
This appeared from the end of the 7th century to the beginning of the 8th century, and was produced
flourishingly in the first half of the 8th century, but disappeared during the 8th century. Because this
change was corresponding to the tendency to the pan-Japanese red painted ware, we think that the
change of the red painted ware in this prefecture did not depend on regional circumstances, but went
along the nationwide change of ware styles and reflected the whole change of the way of the Japanese

society in its turn.
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