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A Study of Stone Models in the Southern Musashi Region of Eastern Japan: With Special Refer-
ence to Artifacts Excavated in the Noge Mounded Tomb Group

ODAIRA Yumi

Stone models of various objects such as knives, mirrors, etc. are ritual objects that flourished in the Middle Kofun
period or the fifth century CE. These stone models are normally deposited with the dead in elite mounded tombs
or kofun. Research into the stone models is useful for interpretation of interaction among local elites, based on the
identification of which objects they were modelled after, as well as their morphologies and spatial distribution. In this
paper, the author adopts this research to approach the possible relationship among elites of different generations of a
single lineage. For this purpose, the author investigates the morphologies and production techniques as well as their
temporal changes of stone models excavated at three mounded tombs of the Noge mounded tomb group located in
the Tama River basin in the southern Musashi area (present Tokyo Metropolitan Prefecture), namely Noge-Otsuka,
Tengyd-zuka, and Hachiman-zuka.

As a result, the author has identified three successive stages of the adoption and adaptation of stone models in the
Noge group: 1) funeral rites utilizing stone models diffused from the central Kinki region where the central polity
was located when the first burial chamber of the Noge-Otsuka was installed; 2) the accurate techniques of the stone
model production was adopted when the second earliest burial chamber of the Noge-Otsuka was installed; and 3)
the production technique of stone models came to be under the influence of the Kamitsukeno region when the latest
burial chamber was installed. At the same time, it is evident that the intention to produce stone models of the same
morphologies from a generation to generation. The author concludes that the chiefs of southern Musashi maintained
some degree of autonomy while being influenced by other regions. Regarding the temporal changes in production
techniques, the author observes evolution from fine to crude techniques.
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Kofun period of protohistoric Japan, funeral rites, stone models, Eastern Japan.
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